Assenbl y Resol ution No. 737
BY: M of A Mller

COVMEMORATI NG  the 125t h Anni versary of the
publication of "The Wnderful Wzard of Q" and
celebrating the enduring |egacy of its author, L.
Frank Baum

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
celebrate literary mlestones that have had a profound inpact on
Anmerican culture, inmagination, and identity; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmenorate the
125th Anniversary of the publication of "The Wonderful Wzard of Qz," a
bel oved Anerican fantasy classic authored by L. Frank Baum and publ i shed
in the year 1900, to be cel ebrated at the Annual Oz- Stravaganza Festi val
in the Village of Chittenango, New York-held the weekend of the first
Saturday in June and recognized as the |argest and | ongest-running
W zard of Oz-thened celebration in the world-which honors Baums life
and legacy in his birthplace; and

VWHEREAS, Lynman Frank Baum (1856-1919), the visionary author of "The
Wonderful Wzard of Oz," was born in the Village of Chittenango, nestled
I n Madi son County just outside Syracuse, New York-a comunity that
proudly preserves and cel ebrates his enduring |legacy to this day; and

WHEREAS, "The Wonderful Wzard of Oz" is wdely recognized as the
first American fantasy novel to achieve immediate and I|asting popul ar
success upon publication, captivating the hearts and m nds of readers of
all ages wth its imaginative storytelling, vibrant characters, and
uni versal thenes; and

VWHEREAS, The book introduced readers to Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the
Tin Wodman, the Cowardly Lion, dinda the Good Wtch, and the W cked
Wtch of the West-characters who continue to inspire generations through
books, film theater, and other creative works; and

VWHEREAS, L. Frank Baum a financially struggling businessman and
devoted father of four, was encouraged by his nother-in-law to put his
| magi native nursery rhynes and stories to paper, leading to his first
publ i cations "Mther Goose in Prose” (1897) and "Fat her Goose: Hi s Book"
(1899); and

VWHEREAS, Working in collaboration with Chicago artist WIIliam
Wal | ace Denslow, L. Frank Baum published "The Wonderful Wzard of Oz" in
1900, launching a beloved literary universe that grew to enconpass 14
books, including "The Marvelous Land of Oz" (1904) and "dinda of Oz"
(1920), published posthunmously; and

VWHEREAS, The story's iconic adaptation into the 1939 MGM film "The
W zard of Oz" solidified its status as a cornerstone of Anmerican popul ar
cul ture, | ater expanded by Broadway's "The Wz," the theatrical
phenomenon "W cked," and a growing Oz universe that continues to evol ve;



and

WHEREAS, Chittenango, New York, the birthplace of L. Frank Baum
honor s hi s | egacy each year wth the internationally renowned
Oz- Stravaganza Festival, the largest and |ongest-running Wzard of
Qz-thened cel ebration in the world; and

VWHEREAS, Taking place the weekend of June 6-8, 2025, the 2025
Qz- Stravaganza will celebrate the thenme Ease on Down the Wcked Road,
marking the 50th Anniversary of "The Wz" and the 30th Anniversary of
"Wcked: The Life and Tinmes of the Wcked Wtch of the Wst," bringing
fans from across the gl obe to experience the nmagic of Oz; and

WHEREAS, The Qz-Stravaganza Festival features parades, contests,
entertai nment, shopping, ganes, and special guests fromthe expansive Oz
uni verse, keeping alive the spirit of Baumis inmagination and ensuring
the magic of Oz continues to inspire future generations; and

WHEREAS, The phrase "There's no place |ike home" renmains a tineless
reflection of the human heart, and for fans of Oz, Chittenango is indeed
t hat home-a place where the Yellow Brick Road begins, and where the
menory of L. Frank Baum |ives on; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 125th Anniversary of "The Wonderful Wzard of Qz," to
honor the |egacy of author L. Frank Baum of Chittenango, New York, and
to celebrate the vibrant cultural tradition carried forth through the
Annual Oz- Stravaganza Festival; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the International L. Frank Baum & Al Things Oz
Hi storical Foundation that organizes the Oz-Stravaganza Festival and to
the Village of Chittenango in recognition of its inportant place in
literary and cul tural history.



