Assenbl y Resol ution No. 686
BY: M of A Schiavon

HONORI NG i nfluenti al Bl ack authors upon the
occasi on of special recognition at the Bl ack Authors
Festival in Sag Harbor, New York on August 2, 2025

WHEREAS, It is the customof the Legislative Body to pay tribute to
those illustrious thought |eaders of their conmunity, who strive to
support literacy and the creation of powerful stories to wuplift the
Bl ack community; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
i nfluential Black authors upon the occasion of special recognition on
Sat urday, August 2, 2025, at the Black Authors Festival in Sag Harbor,
New Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, Cel ebrating the power of words and Bl ack aut hors, the Bl ack
Aut hors Festival ainms to support literacy and honor influential Bl ack
authors and thought I|eaders in the comunity; it was founded by two
pr of essi onal Bl ack wonen who curated the renowned event to acquaint and
re-acquai nt Bl ack people with the notion of penning and publishing their
own stories; and

WHEREAS, The honorees being featured at the Bl ack Authors Festival
are: Sunny Hostin, an acconplished attorney, award-w nning forner
federal prosecutor, and Emmy-w nning journalist known for her inpactful
| egal analysis, social justice advocacy, and commtnent to public
education through nedia; Alton Fitzgerald Wiite, a cel ebrated Broadway
star, vocalist, and author best known for his historic run as Mufasa in

The Li on Ki ng, whose power f ul performances and inspirational
storytelling have captivated audiences worldw de; Marc Morial, a
di stinguished civil rights |eader, former Mayor of New Ol eans, and

President and CEO of the National Urban League, whose visionary
| eader shi p has advanced equity, econom c opportunity, and social justice
across the nation; Amaryllis G eene, a remarkable 14-year-old published
aut hor, actress, nodel, and youth advocate whose creative talents and
civic engagenent inspire and enpower young people to enbrace their voice
and potential; Attika J. Torrence, an award-w nni ng producer, director,

witer, and educat or whose inpactful storytelling across film
television, and literature serves as a powerful vehicle for education,
enpower nent , and soci al change; Harriette Col e, a r enowned

communi cati ons expert, author, educator, and enpowernent coach whose
decades-long career has been dedicated to helping individuals and
organi zations articulate their purpose, elevate their voices, and
realize their dreans; Mm Dixon, an award-w nning marketing executive,
di versity chanpion, and innovative brand strategi st whose | eadership at
Crayola and beyond has shaped inpactful canpaigns that celebrate
I nclusion, creativity, and cultural representation; N cole Johnson, a
multiple Emy Award-winning journalist and comunity advocate whose
power ful and conpassi onate reporting has brought national attention to
critical soci al | ssues, I nfluenced policy change, and wuplifted



underrepresented voices; Cheryl WIls, an Emry Award-w nni ng journalist,
author, and trailblazer in broadcast nedi a whose groundbreaki ng career,
hi storical storytelling, and advocacy for social justice have made her a

powerful voice for truth, equity, and representation; Panmela MBride, a
dedi cated advocate and strategic | eader in equal enploynment opportunity
whose lifelong commtnment to nentoring, diversity, and inclusion has
fostered equitabl e workpl aces and enpowered countl ess individuals across
mlitary and civilian comunities; Arrianee LeBeau, a nulti-Emy
awar d-w nni ng journalist and anchor known for her inspiring storytelling
through the '"Heart of the Cty' series, her dedication to nentoring
future journalists, and her commtnent to uplifting communities across
New York; Kendis Gbson, a four-tinme Emmy award-wi nning journalist
recogni zed for his courageous reporting on historic events including
9/ 11 and maj or national elections, his influential work across top
networks such as ABC and CNN, and his commtnent to conmunity service
through |eadership on nmultiple nonprofit boards; Don Lenon, an
award-wi nning Anmerican journalist and bestselling author, renowned for
his inpactful career at CNN where he served as a | eadi ng news anchor and
commentator, and who continues to engage a broad audience through
digital nmedia as a prom nent voice in journalismand civic discourse;
Rochel |l Bishop Sleets, a trailblazing journalist and editor, ~currently
serving as Editor and Chief Content O ficer at Newsday, known for her
historic | eadership as the first Black woman to |ead the publication,
her decades-long conmtnment to fair, inclusive storytelling, and her
dedi cation to nentoring the next generation of journalists; Muurice L.
WIllianms, the transformative Executive Director of A Father's Love, a
NYC- based nonprofit tackling fatherl essness and social inequities, whose
own journey from incarceration to academc excellence fuels hi s
I npactful work in community enpowernent, education, and youth advocacy;
Coach Darl ene, Founder and CEO of The Hi gher Level Method, a personal
and professional devel opnent coach with 30+ years of experience hel ping
I ndi vidual s and organi zations achieve transformative growh through
holistic, results-driven strategies; Bryttnee Parris, a G ants Manager
at the Ford Foundation advancing equity and justice by supporting
disability rights and gender, racial, and ethnic justice initiatives,
with a strong background in public service, policy advocacy, and
communi ty engagenent ; Eboni Bailey, an Associate Consultant and
certified Project Mnager at Menori al Her mann Heal th System
specializing in strategic planning and process inprovenent, while
passi onately advocating for conmunity devel opnent, healthcare access,
and economc enmpowernent for Black and Brown comunities; Yvette
H ghsmth, a Regional Vice President at Comunity Health Center, Inc.
W th over 30 years of experience overseeing primary care and
school - based heal th services, dedicated to advancing racial and ethnic
health equity and inproving access to quality care for vulnerable
communi ties; Phil Andrews, President of the Long Island African Anmerican
Chanber of Commerce, founder of 100 Bl ack Men of Eastern New York, and a
prom nent comunity | eader recogni zed for advanci ng ment ori ng,

diversity, equity, inclusion, and econom c devel opnent across Eastern
New York; and Tevin Foster, a passionate filnmaker and photographer,
owner of Hazy Sun Pr oducti on, known for directing inpactful

docunentaries that highlight wuntold stories and foster comunity
under st andi ng, while balancing his creative career with famly life; and



WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vi dual s of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor influential Black authors upon the occasion of special recognition

at the Black Authors Festival in Sag Harbor, New York on August 2, 2025;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the aforenentioned honorees and the Black Authors
Festi val Board.



