Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 682
BY: M of A Peopl es- Stokes

MOURNI NG  the deat h of Ernestine R G een,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of her
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to nourn
the death of Ernestine R Geen, distinguished citizen and devoted
menber of her community; and

VWHEREAS, Ernestine R G een distinguished herself in her profession
and by her dedication and contribution to the welfare of her comunity,
State, and Nation; and

VHEREAS, Ernestine R Geen, of Orchard Park, New York, died on
Friday, May 2, 2025, at the age of 87; and

WHEREAS, Ernestine R Geen, one of seven girls, was born to Eugene
and Bertha R ddick in Queens, New York, on March 27, 1938; in 1955, she
relocated to Buffalo to attend Buffalo State Teachers Col | ege where she
graduated in 1959; and

VWHEREAS, Settling in Long Island, Ernestine R Green was unable to
work as a teacher in the public school system because mnority teachers
were not welcone at that tinme; instead, she served in social work for
the Nassau County Departnment of Wlfare; in 1960, she returned to
Buffalo and married Justice Samuel L. G een; and

WHEREAS, Ernestine R Geen was the first woman to be appointed to
Ni agara Frontier Transportation Authority (NFTA) by the former Governor
Hugh Carey in 1980, and she was reappointed by former Governor Mario
Cuormo in 1987; and

VWHEREAS, Wiile at NFTA, Ernestine R Geen initiated and chaired the
M nority Task Force which helps | ocal mnority businesses work with NFTA
to secure contracts; additionally, she initiated and chaired the Art
Sel ection Committee of NFTA; $1.5 million of public art, represented by
all  nmenbers of the comunity, was placed in the seven Metro stations;
and

VWHEREAS, Some of Ernestine R Green's nunerous affiliations include:
Comm ssioner and Vice Chair of Ni agar a Frontier Transportation
Aut hority; Trustee of +the Statler Foundation; Founder and Chair of
Renai ssance Wonen; Buffal o Urban League; Buffalo Chapter NAACP; Trustee
of the Buffalo State Col |l ege Foundati on; Founder of the Bl ack Educators
Associ ation; and Chair of the Educational Commttee of the Buffalo



Phi | harnoni ¢ Orchestra; and

WHEREAS, Ernestine R  Green and her husband, Sanuel, were bl essed
wi th a daughter, Beth Ann, who is a practicing attorney in Forest Hlls,
New Yor k; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that those
dedi cated i ndividuals who devote their lives to the betternment of their
comunities are worthy and due praise for their conmtnment and
endeavors; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Ernestine R Geen |leaves a |legacy which will endure the
passage of tine and renmain a nenory to all she served and befriended;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of Ernestine R Geen, distinguished citizen and devoted
menber of her comrunity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Ernestine R G een.



