Assenbl y Resol ution No. 617
BY: M of A Cunni ngham

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 28, 2025, as Blood Cancer Day in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of serious issues
that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai m Wdnesday, May 28, 2025,
as Blood Cancer Day in the State of New York, in conjunction with the
observance of World Bl ood Cancer Day; and

WHEREAS, Every three to four mnmnutes, soneone in the US is
di agnosed with a bl ood cancer; and

VWHEREAS, Every year, 18, 000 patients are di agnosed wth
i fe-threatening blood cancers or disorders for which a blood stem cel
transplant froma related or unrel ated vol unteer donor may be their best
or only hope of a cure; and

WHEREAS, A bone marrow or blood stemcell transplant can cure or
treat nore than 75 bl ood cancers and di seases, including |eukema and
| ynphoma; and

WHEREAS, For nearly 40 years, NVDP (National Marrow Donor Program
has been providing hope and healing to patients by managi ng the nati onal
regi stry of volunteer blood cell donors; and

VWHEREAS, Seventy-five percent of patients do not have a fully
matched donor in their famly and nust rely on NVDP to help find an
unrel ated donor or cord blood unit; and

VWHEREAS, Matchi ng vol unteer donors to patients is nore conplex than
si npl e bl ood donation and requires matching on a genetic | evel, based on
bl ood protein types; and

VWHEREAS, The national registry, operated by NVDP, provides access to
nore than 42 mllion |ifesaving donors worl dw de; and

WHEREAS, Adding your nane to the registry of potential donors
requires only a few mnutes of tine and a sinple cheek swab; and

WHEREAS, 406, 000 residents of New York have already joined the
national registry and over 700 residents answered the call and said yes
to donating during the last five years; and

WHEREAS, Over 7,000 New Yorkers have received a potentially
life-saving transplant through the NVDP Registry since its inception;



and

VWHEREAS, NMDP wil| raise awareness at the New York State Capitol by
provi di ng educat i onal i nformation and of fering registration
opportunities on Thursday, May 29, 2025, from8:00amto 1:00pm at the
New York Legislative Ofice Building;, and

WHEREAS, Observing Wirrld Bl ood Cancer Day on May 28, 2025, provides
a special opportunity to recognize the patients facing blood cancers and
the sel fl ess volunteer donors who joined the NVDP Registry to help save
lives; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMay 28, 2025, as Blood
Cancer Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



