Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 600
BY: M of A Ranos

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 28, 2025, as Taiwan Heritage Day in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, The United States and the Republic of China (Taiwan) share
common val ues and a clear vision for the 21st century, where freedom and
denocracy serve as the foundation for peace, prosperity, and progress;
and

WHEREAS, The U. S. Congress passed the | andmark Tai wan Rel ations Act
(TRA) in 1979 to sustain a close bilateral relationship and advance
nmut ual security and conmercial interests between the U S. and Taiwan;
thereafter, the TRA and Si x Assurances have served as the cornerstone of
U S -Taiwan relations and helped preserve peace and stability in the
Taiwan Strait; April 10, 2025, marks the 46th anniversary of the
enact nent of the TRA; and

VWHEREAS, Peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait is crucial to the
mai nt enance of a free, open, and secure Indo-Pacific, and its inportance
has been highlighted in the global summts such as the QUAD, U. S. -Japan,
U S -Korea, US. -EU G7, NATO and EAS summ ts; noreover, Taiwan is an
I ndi spensabl e partner in safeguarding peace and stability in the region;
and

WHEREAS, The New York State Senate/ Assenbly congratul ates Taiwan's
President Lai Ching-te and Vice President Hsiao Bi-khim on the first
anni versary of their assunption of office; and

VWHEREAS, The United States and Taiwan share a cl ose and sustai nabl e
econom c relationship, including $158.60 billion in bilateral trade in
2024, making Taiwan the 7th largest trading partner of the United
States, and it is encouraged for the US. and Taiwan to further
strengthen their bilateral trade and investnent relationship by signing
a Bilateral Trade Agreenment (BTA) and resolving the double taxation
I ssue; and

WHEREAS, The United States-led Indo-Pacific Econom c Franmework
(IPEF) will help bolster the economc potential of the region by
defi ni ng shared trade objectives anobngst partners and addressing
standards for technol ogy, supply chains, the digital econony, and clean
energy; Taiwan supports this initiative and w shes to becone a ful
menber of | PEF;, and

VWHEREAS, The first agreenent under the U S . -Taiwan Initiative on
21st Century Trade went into force on Decenber 10, 2024, which is
conduci ve to deepening the existing trade partnership and enhancing
US -Taiwan trade flows to pronote innovation and inclusive economc
grow h for workers and busi nesses; and

WHEREAS, The United States-Tai wan Education Initiative was | aunched



in 2020 to strengthen cooperation on international education and
hi ghlight Taiwan's ability to provide Mandarin | anguage instruction; and

WHEREAS, Taiwan is a trustworthy partner in mtigating the inpact of
natural disasters by providing disaster relief, humanitarian assi stance,
and nedi cal assistance; and

WHEREAS, The United States has assisted Taiwan in participating in
the Wrld Health Organization (WO, International G vil Aviation
Organi zati on (1 CAO, I nt er nati onal Cri m nal Police Organization
(I'NTERPQL), and United Nations Framework Convention on Cimte Change
(UNFCCC), and will continue to support Taiwan's neani ngful participation
in these and ot her organizations; and

WHEREAS, During the period of October 2023 and Cctober 2024, Tai wan
was the fastest growing foreign exports destination for the State of New
Yor k; and

WHEREAS, Many of the United States' top 500 conpanies headquartered
in New York have invested in Taiwan, while nore than 300 Tai wanese
conpani es have invested in the State of New York, «contributing to a
nut ual |y beneficial relationship; and

VWHEREAS, Taiwan's sem conductor industry, as a global |eader in chip
manuf acturing and i nnovation, presents a valuable opportunity to support
New York State's efforts to establish its strong sem conductor industry
t hrough col | aboration, investnent, and know edge-sharing; and

VWHEREAS, On Cctober 1, 2024, the State of New York announced its
establishment of Gobal NY's international office in Taipei in order to
reinforce its commtnent to enpower New York's small businesses to
conpete in Taiwan's market, fostering a growh in trade between Tai wan
and the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, On Cctober 3, 2024, Conm ssioner Hope Knight of Enpire
State Developnent, on behalf of Governor Kathy Hochul, attended the
Nati onal Day Reception of the Republic of China (Taiwan), highlighting a
| ong and vi brant relationship between New York and Taiwan and praising
that New York has the second-I|argest Tai wanese Anmerican popul ation in
the United States; and

WHEREAS, On August 13, 2023, Governor Kat hy Hochul si gned
Legislation S.4329-A /A 3935-A into |aw, allow ng people to exchange

their valid overseas license for a New York driver's license if an
agreenent is reached with their respective governnent; Taiwan has signed
mutual driver's license recognition pacts wth 36 U S states since

2013; were Taiwan and the State of New York to enter into a driver's
|icense reciprocity agreenent with each other, this would help increase
the mobility of international students, businessnen, and academ cs from
bot h sides; and

WHEREAS, The State of New York is home to a thriving overseas ethnic
Chi nese comunity that supports the Republic of China (Taiwan),
i ncl udi ng organi zati ons such as the Chinese Consolidated Benevol ent
Associ ation, Taiwan Center, Taiwanese Chanber of Commerce of New York,



and Chi nese Chanber of Conmerce of New York; these organizations devote
t hensel ves to the harnony and devel opnent of the State of New York; now,
therefore be it

RESOLVED, That this |legislative body pauses in its deliberations to
proclaim May 28, 2025, as Taiwan Heritage Day in the State of New York;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution be transmtted to The
Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New York; His
Excellency Lai Ching-te, President of the Republic of China (Taiwan);
and Tom Chi h- Chi ang Lee, Anbassador of the Tai pei Economic and Cul tural
Ofice in New York.



