Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 566
BY: M of A Sinpson

MOURNI NG the death of John McDonald Sr., retired
Essex County District Attorney, distinguished public
servant, and devoted fam |y man

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless comm tnment and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our conmunity and have had a neasurabl e positive
i npact on the lives of its residents; John McDonald Sr. was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is wth profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of John McDonal d Sr. of
Ti conderoga, New York, on Saturday, April 12, 2025, at the age of 94,
noting the significance of his purposeful |ife and acconplishnments; and

VWHEREAS, John McDonald Sr. served with integrity, dedication, and
distinction as Essex County District Attorney (DA) from 1972 to 1993,
I ncluding as the county's first full-tinme DA beginning in 1979; and

VWHEREAS, A nman of courage and |egal acunen, John MDonald Sr.
successful ly prosecut ed sone of the region's nobst serious and
chal | engi ng cases, including securing a gquilty plea from Adirondack
serial Kkiller Robert Garrow Sr. in 1975, bringing |ong-awaited justice
to victins and their famlies; and

VWHEREAS, Known for his deep, boom ng voice and form dable presence,
John MDonald Sr. was a well-respected figure in the courtroomand in
his community, where he pursued his work often from the county |aw
library in Elizabethtown, supported only by a small staff; and

VWHEREAS, Beyond his service in the courtroom John MDonald Sr. was
a veteran of the United States Marine Corps, having served during the
Korean War; a conmitted civic |eader, he presided over the Black Watch
Menorial Library in Ticonderoga for four decades and |led the board of
Ausabl e Chasm a fam |y |egacy and treasured tourist destination; and

WHEREAS, A proud graduate of Port Henry H gh School, Dartnouth
Col | ege, and Al bany Law School, John MDonald Sr. cherished his years at
Canp Dudley in Westport, where he was profoundly shaped by the canp's
notto, "The Oher Fellow First,"” a guiding principle that defined his
approach to |ife and service; and

VWHEREAS, A devoted husband, father, and brother, John MDonald Sr.
is survived by his beloved wife of 61 years, Anne B. MDonald; his
children, Mary P. McDonald, John C. McDonald Jr. (Andrea), and Bridget
McDonal d Fawcett (Donald); and his brother, Thomas MDonal d; and

VWHEREAS, John MDonald Sr.'s infinite selflessness and benevol ence
w Il shine on through his famly's vivid and happy nenories; his insight
and strength will forever serve as a beacon of love, light and hope to



the countless |lives he touched; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued wth a sense of
conpassi on, John McDonald Sr. |eaves behind a Ilegacy which wll 1ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
who were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazing man; he wl|l
be deeply mssed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this
Legi sl ati ve Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of John MDonald Sr., recognizing his distinguished
record of public service and expressing its deepest condolences to his
famly, friends, and the conmunity he so faithfully served; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of John McDonald Sr.



