Assenbly Resol uti on No. 544
BY: M of A Buttenschon

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Oct ober 28, 2025, as First Responders Day in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
appl aud out standi ng individuals within our conmmunities whose actions and
acconpl i shnents contribute to the health, safety and well-being of the
communities of the State of New York and to the quality of life of its
peopl e; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimQOctober 28, 2025, as First
Responders Day in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance of National First Responders Day; and

WHEREAS, First Responders are a wunique part of New York State's
hi story; and

WHEREAS, First Responders typically I ncl ude | aw  enforcenent
of ficers, I ncl udi ng state troopers, deputies, all federal |[|aw
enf orcenment - based agents, and school resource officers, as well as
par anmedi cs, energency nedical technicians, firefighters, rescuers,

mlitary personnel, sanitation workers, public works; and

VWHEREAS, The nethods used by today's First Responders date back to
the American Gvil War when Arny doctors nobilized new nethods of first
ai d, hel pi ng shape our understanding of first aid and mlitary nedicine
t oday; and

VWHEREAS, The first civilian anbulance service in New York was
organi zed in 1869 by Bell evue Hospital, the ol dest operating hospital in
the United States; and

VWHEREAS, National First Responders Day recogni zes the heroic nen and
wonmen who nake it their business to take i nmedi ate action when disaster
stri kes; and

VWHEREAS, On Septenber 11, 2001, First Responders were critical in
the hours following the terrorist attacks at the Wrld Trade Center in
New York City, where 60 police officers and 343 firefighters and
par anedi cs di ed; and

VWHEREAS, On January 30, 2009, First Responder Mark David from Cape
Vincent, New York, was killed in the I|ine of duty, becomng the
I nspiration behind Mark's Law, elevating penalties for the nurder of
First Responders in New York State; and

WHEREAS, During Hurricane Irene in 2011, and Superstorm Sandy in
2012, First Responders were at work helping others before helping



t hensel ves, providing care to the thousands of fellow citizens affected
by the storns, while their own homes were destroyed and their famlies
were in need of assistance; and

WHEREAS, In 2015, there were nearly 1.2 mllion people enployed as
First Responders; many of them were veterans, including 10% of energency
medi cal technicians (EMIs), 19% of firefighters and 25% of police
of ficers; and

VWHEREAS, | n Septenber of 2017, the State of New York approved a bill
honoring First Responders who saved nmany |lives and who put their own
lives in danger; and

WHEREAS, On June 7, 2019, the United States Senate unaninously
passed a bill designating Cctober 28th as the Nation's First Responders
Day; and

WHEREAS, A tragedy of any kind, whether a natural disaster or
sense-| ess catastrophe, never |eaves the heart of the conmunity; and

WHEREAS, A First Responder is a person whose job entails being the
first one on the scene of an energency; and

WHEREAS, First Responders, in many cases, are volunteers and play an
integral role in making a difference in appalling circunstances; and

WHEREAS, First Responders are there whenever people are at risk,
spendi ng countl ess hours, and sacrificing personal and professional tine
to pr onot e t he safety of their neighbors; these extraordinary
i ndividuals continue to help and save the Ilives of their fellow
citizens; and

VWHEREAS, Wen others are running away from danger, First Responders
are there to nmake certain lives are saved, doing whatever it takes wth
an amazi ng capacity for courage and conpassi on; and

WHEREAS, Qur unending gratitude and respect are owed to these
devot ed individual s whose responsibility is the preservation of life and
who nake that responsibility their own by serving as First Responders;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimQOctober 28, 2025, as First
Responders Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



