Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 489
BY: M of A Hyndman

COVMENDI NG Delta Signma Theta Sorority, Inc. upon
the occasion of its Annual Delta Day at the Capitol
i n Al bany, New York, on May 13, 2025

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zations and individuals that are devoted to the welfare of the
comunity and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. upon the occasion of its Annual
Delta Day at the Capitol in Al bany, New York, on Tuesday, May 13, 2025;
and

VWHEREAS, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. was founded by in 1913 on
the Howard University canpus by 22 wonen who wi shed to pronote academ c
excel |l ence, provide schol arships and support to the underserved, to
educate and stinulate participation in the establishnent of positive
public policy, and to highlight issues and provide solutions for
problens in their communities; and

VWHEREAS, Est abl i shed in 1989 by the National Social Action
Comm ssion, Delta Days is an annual |egislative conference to increase
sorority nmenbers' involvenent in the national public policy-nmaking
process; and

VWHEREAS, This auspicious occasion wll bring Delta Sigm Theta
Sorority sisters from across New York State together at the State
Capitol to address concerns, suggest new i deas, and discuss courses of
action to better their honme communities with nunerous state | egislators;
and

VWHEREAS, Today, Delta Signa Theta Sorority, Inc. has nore than
350, 000 nenbers and nearly 1,000 chapters worldwide; the Sorority
enploys its Five-Point Progranmmatic Thrust which consists of Econom c
Devel opnent, Educational Devel opnent, |International Awar eness and
| nvol vement, Physical and Mental Health, and Political Awareness and
I nvol venent to create its national prograns; and

WHEREAS, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. was once led by Past
Nati onal President and acclaimed civil rights |eader Dorothy Height; in
1994 and 2004, Ms. Height was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom
and the Congressional Gold Medal, the highest civilian awards in the
United States; and

WHEREAS, Upon her death in 2010, Ms. Hei ght was honored by President
Gbama for her many years of service to our country and the world; other
dynamic wonmen who have served the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority in the



capacity of National President include Frankie Freeman, Esq., the first
woman appointed to the United States Commission on Civil Rights, and
U.S. Congresswonman Marcia L. Fudge; and

WHEREAS, Hazel N. Dukes, an early and unwavering crusader for civil
ri ghts who died on Saturday, March 1, 2025, was an active nenber of the
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Northern Manhattan Al umae Chapter and the
proud recipient of its Althea T.L. Simons Social Action Award in 2010;
and

WHEREAS, Dr. Hazel N. Dukes exenplified | eadership, strength, and
cour age throughout her career, maeking significant contributions to both
social justice and equality; as the President of the NAACP New York
State Conference and a nenber of the NAACP National Board of Directors,
she played an instrunental role in advancing civil rights; beyond her
i nvol venent with the NAACP, Dr. Dukes was the President of Hazel N
Dukes & Associates, a consultancy firmspecializing in public policy,
heal th, and diversity; and

WHEREAS, New York State has been honme to nmany notable Deltas,
including the late United States Representative Shirley Chisholm the
foundi ng nenber of the Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic, and Asian Caucus;
New York State Assenbly Deputy Speaker Earl ene Hooper; former New York
State Assenbl yworman Annette Robi nson; f or mer New  York State
Assenbl ywonan Trenai ne Wight; and former Queens Borough President Hel en
M Marshal | ; and

WHEREAS, For the past 112 years, the nenbers of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. have used their collective voices to advocate on behalf
of their conmunities; since 1989, Deltas gather annually in Washi ngton.
D.C. for Delta Days in the Nation's Capital, a three-day conference
designed to educate and inspire nenbers about inportant national issues;
at the conclusion of Delta Days in the Nation's Capital, menbers conduct
nmeetings on Capitol H Il with their respective federal |egislators; and

VWHEREAS, |In March of 2003, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. becane a
Nongovernnental Organi zation (NGO and was granted Special Consultative

status as an NGO to the Economc and Social Council of the United
Nations; on a local level, nenbers of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
regularly conduct neetings wth their Jlocal, state, and f eder al

political representatives; and

WHEREAS, It is the practice of this Legislative Body that when an
organi zati on of such noble ains and acconplishnments is brought to our
attention, it should be recognized and appl auded by all the citizens of
this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. upon the occasion of its Annual
Delta Day at the Capitol in Al bany, New York, on May 13, 2025; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be



transmtted to Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.



