Assenbl y Resol ution No. 485
BY: M of A Pretlow

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 2025 as Certified Public Accountants (CPA) Month
in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
celebrate the outstanding contributions of professional groups who
pronote econonmic stability, public trust, and fiscal integrity across
the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Certified Public Accountants, or CPAs, are wi dely regarded
as the nost trusted professional in the financial industry, upholding
t he hi ghest st andar ds of conpetence, objectivity, and ethical
responsibility; and

WHEREAS, The CPA profession in New York has a storied and
di stingui shed history, beginning with the issuance of the very first CPA
license in the United States to New Yorker Elijah Watt Sells in 1896,
setting a national precedent for professional excellence in public
account ancy; and

WHEREAS, CPAs today are indispensable across dozens of conplex
speci ali zations, serving the public interest in diverse and critical
areas such as budgeting, taxation, legislation, cannabis industry
conpliance, auditing, banking, cryptocurrency and digital asset s,
I nsurance, healthcare, private equity and venture capital, real estate,
stock brokerage, professional ethics, education, cybersecurity, business
valuation and litigation servi ces, financi al restructuring and
performance i nprovenent, anti-noney |aundering, and both small and |arge
busi ness advi sory services; and

VWHEREAS, Becoming a CPA represents a highly val uable and rewarding
career path, marked by rigorous education, exam nation, and experience
requirenents that prepare individuals to navigate the ever-evolving
financial |andscape with integrity and precision; and

WHEREAS, Hiring a CPA has consistently proven to be a smart
financial decision for individuals, famlies, businesses, nonprofit
organi zations, and public institutions, yielding sound advice, risk
mtigation, regulatory conpliance, and inproved financial outcones; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Society of Certified Public Accountants
(NYCPA), founded in 1897, stands as the first and oldest state
accounting organization in the United States, and renains a national
| eader in the advancenent and advocacy of the CPA profession; and

VWHEREAS, The NYCPA represents nore than 20,000 CPAs and financi al
prof essionals across New York State, and has denonstrated an unwaveri ng
commtnment to education, public service, and professional devel opnment
for well over a century; and



WHEREAS, The NYCPA and its nenbers have | ong been the stewards of
financial literacy education in the State of New York, providing

critical resources, guidance, and volunteer service in classroons,
libraries, conmunity centers, and virtual platfornms; and

VWHEREAS, In collaboration with the Ofice of the State Conptroller
the NYCPA has played an instrunental role in advancing financial
literacy statew de, offering essential prograns on budgeting, retirenent

pl anni ng, public pensions, and fiscal responsibility for New Yorkers of
al | ages and backgrounds; and

VWHEREAS, The contributions of CPAs are <central to the financial
health and resilience of comrunities, businesses, and governnents across
the Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim May 2025 as Certified
Public Accountants (CPA) Mnth in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Honorable Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; the Honorable Thomas P. Di Napoli, Conptroller of the State of New
York; and the New York State Society of CPAs.



