Assenbl y Resol ution No. 409
BY: M of A Conrad

MOURNI NG  the deat h of Assi stant Chief of
Det ectives Gregory Sinonian of the Buffalo Police
Depart nent

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Assistant Chief of Detectives G egory Si nmoni an of
Tonawanda, New York, died on Monday, April 14, 2025, at the age of 96;
and

VWHEREAS, Assi st ant Chi ef of Det ecti ves G egory Si nmoni an
di stinguished hinself in his profession and by his sincere dedication
and substantial contribution to the welfare of his comunity; he was
proud of his service to his fellowcitizens of Buffalo, enjoying his
I nvestigative work; and

WHEREAS, O ficers and supervisors describe Gegory Sinonian as a
police officer who conducted investigations nethodically and "by the
book"; however, he was al so anong the friendliest and nobst personable
supervisors in the Departnent, wlling to guide younger officers as he
was guided during his early days as an officer; and

VWHEREAS, Gregory Sinonian was born to Arnenian i nmgrants, John and
May Sinoni an, and had three siblings; proud of his Arnenian heritage, he
was raised on Buffalo's West Side; at the age of 10, he began working in
his father's tavern; he attended Buffalo's public schools but never
finished high school so he could work wth his famly; however, he
served in the United States National Guard; and

VWHEREAS, Gegory Sinonian's father, who ran his popular tavern for
40 years, and his Bulgarian nother, who spoke five |anguages, inspired
their children to work hard and strive to help others; and

WHEREAS, One day in 1952, while working in the tavern, Gegory
Simonian's friend informed himthat the Buffalo Police Departnent was
hiring, and he and his younger brother, Barton, took the police
exam nation and were both hired in 1953; and

WHEREAS, |In 1973, after serving for years as Detective, Detective
Sergeant, and Lieutenant, G egory Sinonian was appoi nted Assistant Chief
of Detectives; for 37 years, he investigated thousands of crines,
earning a reputation as one of the nost w dely respected officers to
work in the <city during the 1900s; he was also a vital part of
organi zing the burglary task force and headed several wunits, including
arson, fraud, and autonobile theft; and

WHEREAS, Spending nost of his <career in the Detective Bureau,



G egory Sinonian served his conmunity well, retiring frompolice work in
Decenber of 1990; and

VWHEREAS, G egory Sinonian was a vital nenber of his comunity and
left an extraordinary inpression; he was a dedicated and courageous
police officer wwth enthusiasm for his job and the Buffalo Police
Department and pride in representing | aw enforcenent; he was unequal ed
in his gifts of |egal know edge, thoroughness, conpetence, nentorship,
and professionalism and

VWHEREAS, In his personal life, Gegory Sinonian enjoyed reading and
attended St. Hagop Arnenian Apostolic Church in Niagara Falls; after his
retirement from the Buffalo Police Departnent, he continued working
part-tinme at a medical billing conpany, operated by his daughters, until
shortly before his death; and

VWHEREAS, Renenbered by famly nenbers, friends, and coll eagues as a
mentor, teacher, and role nodel, Gegory Sinonian had positively
af fected many i ndividuals who were fortunate to know himand work wth
him this |legendary officer and civil servant was as inpeccabl e about
his attention to detail, work ethic, and integrity as he was about the
way he was dressed; and

WHEREAS, Assistant Chief of Detectives Gregory Sinonian is survived
by his daughters, May (late Russell) Sammarco and Patrice (late Robert)
Swanson; son, John G (Lisa) Sinonian and famly; dancing partner,
Mel ani e Santoro; sister, Barbara (late Samuel) Hagopi an; grandchil dren,
Rachel (Jeffrey) Fal k, Renee (Robert) Delnont, Suzanne (Ronald)
Ammer man, Ashley (Robert) Wasinger, Jillian (Brendan Young) Burgio,
Kevin (Robin) Sinonian, Robert (G na) Swanson and fanm |y, and Heat her
(Beau) Harper and famly; great-grandchildren, Christian (Victoria)
Fal k, Jackson Falk, Alessio Samuarco, Robert Delnont, Jr., Ronald
Ammer man, Jr., Ryan Anmernman, Robert Wasinger, Anerie Wasinger, and Ma
Wasi nger; and nmany ni eces and nephews; he was predeceased by his |oving
wi fe of 56 years, Elizabeth (MIller) Sinonian; parents, John and My
Si moni an; brothers, Barton (late MIdred) Sinonian and John (|l ate Rose
Ann) Si noni an; and daughter, Rosanne (late Randall) Burgio; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Gegory Sinonian |eaves behind a |legacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Assistant Chief of Detectives Gegory Sinonian of the
Buf fal o Police Departnent; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Assistant Chief of Detectives Gegory
Si nmoni an.



