Assenbl y Resol ution No. 381
BY: M of A Hunter

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
April 2025 as Community College Month in the State
of New Yor k

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths that are set aside to i ncrease awareness of institutions
whi ch contribute to their comunities and enrich the lives of the
citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 2025 as Community
Coll ege Month in the State of New York, in conjunction wth Nationa
Community Col | ege Mont h; and

VWHEREAS, Established in 1950, Janestown Conmunity Col |l ege was the
first conmunity college in New York State; it was the first locally
sponsored community <college in the State and one of the first in the
United States to be part of a statew de systenm its creation marked the
begi nni ng of a novenent to expand affordable, accessible higher
educati on opportunities for New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Through the decades, New York State's comunity college
system has grown significantly; today, the State University of New York
(SUNY) system operates 30 colleges across the State, and the Gty
University of New York (CUNY) systemincludes seven coll eges, bringing
the total to 37 public community col |l eges; and

VWHEREAS, These institutions serve hundreds of thousands of students
annual ly, providing an affordable and flexible path to higher education
and wor kforce devel opnent; community col |l eges have been instrunental in
offering career training, associate degrees, and transfer opportunities
to four-year institutions; they also support |local econom es by
partnering wth busi nesses and industries to prepare a skilled
wor kf orce; and

VWHEREAS, Community colleges in New York State have had a trenendous
i mpact on individuals and comunities, serving as a gateway to higher
education, especially for first-generation college students, working
adults, and those individuals who are seeking career advancenent; and

WHEREAS, Community coll eges are also centers for workforce training,
offering prograns in health care, technol ogy, and skilled trades that
nmeet regi onal |abor narket needs; and

WHEREAS, Additionally, comunity colleges pronot e equity in
education by keeping tuition costs |ower than traditional four-year
institutions, ensuring that nore New Yorkers have access to quality
educati on; and



VWHEREAS, April is Community College Month, a tinme to recogni ze and
celebrate the vital role these institutions play in strengthening |ocal
econom es, expandi ng access to education, and fostering |lifelong

| earning; their commtnent to affordability, workforce devel opnent, and
comunity engagenent nakes them a cornerstone of New York State's higher
education system and a vital resource for the State's future; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 2025 as Comunity
Coll ege Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



