Assenbl y Resol ution No. 325
BY: M of A. Santabarbara

MOURNI NG t he deat h of Wal ter Si npki ns,
transformative |eader, distinguished citizen and
pillar of his conmunity

WHEREAS, It is wth profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legi sl ative Body records the passing of Walter Sinpkins, a distinguished
| eader, advocate, and community servant who dedicated his life to
i mproving the lives of others, particularly fathers and famlies in the
Capital Region; and

VWHEREAS, Walter Sinpkins of Schenectady, New York, di ed on
Wednesday, March 19, 2025, at the age of 75; and

VWHEREAS, Walter Sinpkins was the Executive Director of Conmunity
Fathers Inc., a nonprofit grassroots organi zation he founded in 2009,
which provided vital services to fathers and famlies throughout the
regi on; and

WHEREAS, Walter Sinpkins was a graduate of the City College of New
York and earned a master's degree in Africana Studies from SUNY Al bany,
denonstrating his wunwavering commtnent to education and |Ilifelong
| ear ni ng; and

VWHEREAS, Walter Sinmpkins was a certified Fatherhood and Healt hy
Rel ati onship practitioner, a New York State Donestic Viol ence Counsel or,
and a Bridges Qut of Poverty facilitator, certifications that reflected
his passion for inproving the well-being of famlies and individuals;
and

VWHEREAS, Walter Sinpkins served as an admssions recruiter and
academ ¢ advisor at Schenectady County Conmunity Col | ege for several
years, contributing to the educational advancenent of nany students, and
spent over 30 years in the human services field, inpacting countless
lives through his | eadership and expertise; and

VWHEREAS, Deeply involved in the Schenectady community, Walter
Si mpki ns served on nunerous boards of conmunity-based organi zations and
made a |lasting difference in the Iives of those in need; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his work with Comunity Fathers Inc., Walter
Si mpki ns founded the African American Burial Gound Restoration Project
at Vale Cenetery in Schenectady, NY, a project that brought awareness to
the history of African Anericans and was designated as a site on the
Nat i onal Underground Railroad Trail; and

VWHEREAS, Walter Sinpkins received nunerous accol ades throughout his
life, including the County of Schenectady Human Rights Conmm ssion's
I ndi vi dual Achi evenent Award, a New York State Assenbly Citation for
Community Contributions, and nost recently, the Community Hero Award
presented by The Schenectady Foundation, all of which serve as a



testament to his tireless dedication to his community and his inpactful
| egacy; and

WHEREAS, Walter Sinpkins was a true vessel of hope and change,
tirelessly working to bridge gaps, elevate voices, and enpower
fam|lies--especially fathers--by changi ng perceptions and restoring hope
in the famly dynam c; and

WHEREAS, Walter Sinpkins' |eadership and inspiring presence have
touched the lives of many in the Capital Region, and his work in the
comunity will continue to serve as an exanpl e of conpassion, integrity,
and service for generations to come; and

WHEREAS, Walter Sinpkins' boundless generosity and ki ndness w ||
live on through the cherished nenories of his famly; his imeasurable
contributions to the conmunity and steadfast dedication to strengthening
famlies, one father at a tine, will forever stand as a guiding |ight of
| ove, hope, and inspiration to the countless lives he touched; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Walter Sinpkins |leaves behind a legacy which wll long
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nmenory to al
who were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazi ng man; he wl|l
be deeply missed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this
Legi sl ative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Walter Sinpkins, and to express its deepest
condol ences to his famly, friends, and the countless individuals whose
lives were positively inpacted by his work; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Walter Sinpkins.



