Assenbl y Resol ution No. 266
BY: M of A Anderson

HONORI NG The Upper Room International Mnistries
Inc. upon the occasion of its 25th Anniversary

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor conmunity organizations that have denonstrated an extraordi nary
| egacy of service, commtnent, and enduring positive change in their
conmmuni ti es; and

WHEREAS, The Upper Room International Mnistries Inc. (URIM was
founded in January 2000 in the living roomof the matriarch of the Brown
famly, affectionately known as Mt her Brown; and

VWHEREAS, Under the | eadership of Pastor Courtney Brown, The URM
began as a small congregation of six nenbers dedicated to weekly prayer
and fellowship, growing into a pillar of faith and service in the Far
Rockaway, New York conmmunity; and

WHEREAS, Wthin two nonths of its founding, The URI M secured its
first worship space at 2515 Seagirt Avenue, where it remained until 2003
when the congregation was presented wth the opportunity to purchase its
current |location, marking a significant mlestone in its expansion and
stability; and

WHEREAS, Despite early challenges, The URIM established itself in
the community through inpactful initiatives, including but not Ilimted
to: partnering with Wl mart and Bagel Boss to provide free food and
clothing to those in need; collaborating wth Kingsborough Comrmunity
College and York College to offer educational prograns and resources;
working with the Parks Departnment to host clothing drives, health fairs,
and community distributions; organizing annual back-to-school events,
ensuring thousands of children receive essential supplies; and |aunching
an after-school program and sunmer canp, offering nentorship and
extracurricular activities, including introducing students to sports
that |l ed to schol arship opportunities; and

WHEREAS, The URIM also established a nusic school to enrich the
comunity with artistic and creative developnent; partnered wth the
Food Bank for New York Gty to feed over 2,000 registrants nonthly;
provi ded disaster relief during Hurricane Sandy through partnerships
with Wrld Vision and the Pajanma Program hosted community sem nars
featuring prom nent |eaders such as Selvena Brooks, Mlinda Katz,
Thabiti Boone, and Dan Brown to educate and uplift residents; and

WHEREAS, Over the past 25 years, The URIM has faced and overcone
various adversities, including econom c hardship and natural disasters,
yet has renmmined steadfast in its mssion through prayer, faith, and
determ nation; and

WHEREAS, The URI M continues to adapt and expand its outreach, nost
recently navigating the challenges of the COVID 19 pandem c, ensuring



that essential services such as food distribution, spiritual guidance,
and community support renained available to those in need; and

VWHEREAS, The URIMs commtnent to service is reflected in the
recognition and | eadership of its nenbers, including Pastor Courtney
Brown, appointed to serve on the |ocal comunity board and honored for
hi s | eadership, including delivering the invocation and benediction at
t he Queens Borough President's Menorial Day Cbservance and participating
in the swearing-in cerenony of the Assenbl ynenber of the 31st District;
Tyrone Worsely, fornerly of The URIM who was appointed to the conmunity
board in recognition of his service; the late Thelma G bbons, a
dedi cated comunity |eader who served the people on her block who were
struggling wth addiction, hardship, and |oss, fostering an environnent
where they can experience hope, renewal, and purpose; and

WHEREAS, It is of utnost inportance to honor Pastor Brown, the
church | eadership, and the dedi cated nenbers of The URIM resolving that
their legacy of faith and service shall endure in the public record; and

WHEREAS, The URIM has raised up a new generation of teachers,
preachers, and comunity |eaders, ensuring that its |legacy of faith,
service, and resilience continues for years to cone; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor The Upper Room International Mnistries Inc. upon the occasion of
its 25th Anniversary recognizing its extraordinary service, |eadership,
and unwavering comritnent to the people of Far Rockaway and beyond; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Pastor Courtney Brown, Senior Pastor of the Upper Room
International Mnistries of Far Rockaway, New York.



