Assenbl y Resol ution No. 261
BY: M of A Stern

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
March 29, 2025, as Vietnam Veterans Day in the State
of New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is customof this Legislative Body that those who give
positive definition to the profile and disposition of the Anmerican Arned
Forces so profoundly strengthen our shared conmtnent in conjunction to
t he exercise of freedom and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, it 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 29, 2025, as Vi etnam
Veterans Day in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance of National Vietnam Veterans Day; and

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Armed Forces fromthe State of New York, who
have so honorably served this State and Nati on deserve a special salute
fromthis Legislative Body; and

VWHEREAS, In recognition of the nmen and wonen who served with dignity
and honor during this historic time period, let wus renmenber them and
thank them for their service; and

VWHEREAS, The United States <carried out its first conbat m ssion
agai nst the Viet Cong on January 12, 1962; in Operation Choppers, the
United States Arny pilots lifted nore than 1,000 South Vi etnam service
menbers over jungle and underbrush to capture a National Liberation
Front Stronghold near Sai gon; and

VWHEREAS, Through nore than a decade of conbat, over air, |and, and
sea, these proud Anmericans upheld the highest traditions of the United
States Arned Forces; and

VWHEREAS, More than three mllion Amrericans served their country, and
nore than 58,000 sacrificed their lives; the nanes of those |ost are
forever engraved in the black granite Vietnam Menorial in Wshington,
D.C.; and

VWHEREAS, The Vietnam War era was a tunultuous tinme in Amrerica; when
our brave service nenbers returned honme, many returned with physical and
enotional scars; and

WHEREAS, By the end of 1965, there were 80,000 United States troops
in Vietnam and by 1969, a peak of approximately 543,000 troops was
reached; and

WHEREAS, On January 27, 1973, the Treaty of Paris was signed, which
required the release of all United States prisoners-of-war held in North
Vietnam and the withdrawal of all United States forces in South Vietnam
and



WHEREAS, On May 7, 1975, the last 2,500 troops were w thdrawn from
South Vietnamthus ending mlitary involvenent in the Vietnam Wr; and

VWHEREAS, Pursuant to Chapter 582 of the Laws of 2022 created the
Vi et nam War Commenorative Medal. This New York Recognition Award was
established as an expression of support and appreciation fromthe New
York State Legislature and the people of New York to Vietnam veterans
for their honorable mlitary service; and

WHEREAS, The citizens of this great State and Nation, benefactors of
the sacrifices and courageous acts of the nmen and wonen who served and
continue to serve in the United States Arned Forces, renmain indebted and
are justly proud of the Vietnamveterans fromthe State of New York,
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 29, 2025, as Vi etnam
Veterans Day in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance of National Vietnam Veterans Day; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause further to encourage the
peopl e of the State of New York to observe Vietnam Veterans Day wth
appropriate cerenonies and activities that provide the appreciation
Vi et nam War veterans deserve but did not receive wupon returning hone
from the war; to denponstrate the resolve that never again shall the
Nation disregard and denigrate a generation of veterans; to pronote
awareness of the faithful service and contributions of such veterans
during their mlitary service as well as their communities since
returning hone; to pronote awareness of all the inportance of entire
comuni ties enpowering veterans and the famlies of veterans to readjust
tocivilian life after mlitary service; and to pronbte opportunities
for such veterans to assist younger veterans returning fromthe wars in
Iraqg and Afghanistan in rehabilitation from wounds, both seen and
unseen, and to support the reintegration of younger veterans into
civilian life; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and Vi etnam veteran organi zati ons.



