Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 245
BY: M of A Buttenschon

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
March 19, 2025, as Snall Business Devel opnent
Centers Day in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze the
entrepreneurs and small businesses that contribute substantially to the
economc and social vitality of their communities, thereby enhancing
econom ¢ and social well-being of the entire Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai m Wdnesday, March 19, 2025,
as Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers Day in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Small Business Developnment Centers (SBDCs) Day is a
national, collective observation of the inpact that America' s SBDCs have
on the success of our nation's dreaners, innovators, and doers who
enbody such smal |l businesses; and

WHEREAS, First observed in 2017, SBDCs Day unites nearly 1,000 SBDC
centers across the country and the hundreds of thousands of clients they
serve every year by sharing, in real tine, the success stories and
significant inpacts SBDCs and their business advisors have had on the
smal | busi ness community at |arge; and

VWHEREAS, The Snal| Busi ness Adm nistration (SBA) was created in 1953
by an act of Congress, reflecting federal awareness of the inportance of
small businesses to the nation's econony and the need for federal
governnent involvenent in fostering a climate in which small busi nesses
could flourish; and

WHEREAS, The Association of Small Busi ness Devel opnent Centers was
officially formed in 1979 wth a focus on one- on-one busi ness
advi senent, business education, and data-driven specialty programm ng;
proving lastingly significant, the SBDC program is t he f eder al
governnment's |argest and nost successful rmanagenent and technical
assi stance program for small busi nesses; and

VWHEREAS, The New York SBDC has 20 regional centers and over 70
satellite locations across New York State; in 2023, it provided services
to over 23,000 snall businesses, hosted over 550 educational workshops,
and had a financial inpact of over $300 mllion; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2025, the New York SBDC cel ebrates its 41st anniversary;
as one of the nation's first small business devel opnment networks, smal
busi ness advisors wthin the New York SBDC have, since its inception,
assi sted over 580, 000 busi nesses, created, or saved nore than 260,000
j obs, and generated a financial inpact of over $8.7 billion; and

WHEREAS, SBDC advi sory services include assistance at all stages of



t he busi ness cycle, covering itens such as business plans, financial
projections, market research, marketing support, certifications, and
assistance wth identifying funding opportunities; and

WHEREAS, Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers and their advisors al so
function as first responders for small businesses in the aftermath of
di sasters; these centers worked wth New York's small businesses on
recovery and support in the aftermath of events Ilike 9/11, Hurricane
Sandy, and the COVID-19 pandem c; and

VWHEREAS, Al SBDCs are associated with host academ c institutions,
| i nki ng hi gher education institutions with small businesses in their
communities and providing a connection between academ ¢ and busi ness
pat hways across New York State; and

VWHEREAS, New York State SBDCs are currently hosted at 13 SUNY
canmpuses, 5 CUNY canpuses, Colunbia University, and Pace University; the
program is admnistered by the State University of New York and a
resource partner, receiving funding from the US. Small Business
Adm ni stration; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor those
smal | businesses within the State of New York which distinguish
t hensel ves t hr ough out st andi ng pr of essi onal behavi or, corporate
i nnovation, and enduring comritnent to the comunity, and to recognize
their contributions to the economc health and vitality of the
comunities they serve; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 19, 2025, as Snal
Busi ness Devel opnent Centers Day in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



