Assenbly Resol ution No. 163
BY: M of A Hunter

CELEBRATI NG the life of Rut h J. Colvin,
recogni zing her significant acconplishnments and
i npact on New York State communities and the field
of education

WHEREAS, A Great State is only as great as those individuals who
perform exenplary service on behalf of their comunities, whether
t hrough uni que achi evenent in professional or other endeavors, or sinply
through a lifetime of good citizenship; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
celebrate the |ife and record the passing of Ruth Johnson Col vin, noting
t he significance of her acconplishnents and inpact; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1962, Ruth J. Colvin, fromthe basenent of her honme in
Syracuse, New York, launched a |literacy program recruiting and training
volunteers to help adults in her comunity develop their literacy
skills; and

WHEREAS, |In 1967, Literacy Volunteers, Inc. was incorporated; and

WHEREAS, |In 1972, Literacy Volunteers of Anmerica was incorporated to
serve adults and chapters throughout the United States; and

VWHEREAS, Literacy organizations serving adults throughout New York
trace their origins to Literacy Volunteers and Ruth J. Colvin, including
LiteracyCNY, Literacy Volunteers of Cayuga County, Literacy Rochester,
Literacy Buffalo Niagara, Literacy Volunteers Ontario-Yates, Literacy
Vol unt eer s of Broone-Tioga Counties, Tri-County Literacy Center,
Literacy Nassau, Literacy Volunteers of Rensselaer County, Literacy
Vol unteers of Chautauqua County, Literacy Partners, Literacy New York,
Literacy Volunteers of the Tarrytowns, Literacy Volunteers of QOsego &
Del aware Counties, Literacy Connections of the Hudson Valley, Literacy
Suffol k, Literacy Volunteers of Wayne Count vy, U ster Literacy
Associ ati on, Literacy Sol uti ons NY, Literacy Wst NY, Literacy
Vol unteers of Sullivan County, Literacy of Northern New York, Literacy
Vol unteers of Seneca County, and Literacy Volunteers of Cinton, Essex,
& Franklin Counties; and

VWHEREAS, These organi zati ons have hel ped tens of thousands of adults
to develop literacy, nmath, and digital literacy skills; and

WHEREAS, In 2002, Literacy Volunteers of Anerica and Laubach
International merged to form ProLiteracy; and

VWHEREAS, Recognition for Ruth J. Colvin's work and influence
I ncl udes the Vol unteer Action Award by President Ronald Reagan in 1987,
I nduction into the National Wnen's Hall of Fane in Seneca Falls, New
York in 1993, and the Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Ceorge



W Bush in 2006; and

WHEREAS, In 1950, Ruth J. Colvin founded the Dubbers Golf G oup for
wonen at Drumins Country C ub; and
WHEREAS, Ruth J. Colvin authored twel ve books; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor the life and acconplishnents of Ruth Colvin, and to express our
deepest condolences to her famly, friends, and literacy organizations

she helped to found or inspire; and be it further

Resol ution, suitably engrossed, be

RESOLVED, That copies of this
Colvin, ProLiteracy, and

transmtted to the famly of Ruth J.
Li t er acyCNY.



