Assenbl y Resol ution No. 1624
BY: M of A. Bl unmencranz

HONORI NG Ava Wali a i n recognition of her
extraordinary efforts to pronote organ donation
awar eness t hrough Hopes & Sol es

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
young | eaders whose vision, conpassion, and dedication have nade a
meani ngful difference in the |ives of others and have strengthened
comunities throughout the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Ava Walia 1in recognition of her extraordinary efforts to pronote organ
donati on awar eness through Hopes & Sol es; and

VWHEREAS, Ava Walia, a distinguished young resident of Syosset, New
Yor k, has denonstrated renarkable |eadership, enpathy, and civic
engagenent at an early age by chanpioning a cause that has touched
countl ess lives throughout New York State; and

WHEREAS, Inspired by the |loss of her bel oved grandfather to kidney
di sease, Ava Walia transfornmed personal tragedy into a m ssion of hope,
determned to educate others about the |ifesaving inportance of organ,
eye, and tissue donation and to honor the selfless individuals whose
gifts provide second chances to those in need; and

VWHEREAS, Two years ago, Ava Walia founded Hopes & Sol es, a conmunity
wal k dedicated to raising awareness of organ donation and bringing
t oget her donor famlies, transpl ant recipients, heal t hcare
prof essionals, advocates, and community nmenbers in a shared comm t nent
to saving lives; and

VWHEREAS, What began as a small gathering of friends, famly nmenbers,
and nei ghbors united by a common purpose has grown into a statew de
novenent that continues to inspire nmeani ngful conversations about organ
donati on and encourage New Yorkers to regi ster as organ donors; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2025, Hopes & Soles achieved a significant m|estone as
it expanded its reach to comrunities across New York State and served as
the inaugural Donate Life New York State Wlk at Ei senhower Park,
further advancing public awareness and support for organ donation
initiatives; and

VWHEREAS, Through her tireless efforts, Ava Walia has hel ped educate
individuals and famlies about the profound inpact of donati on,
highlighting the stories of those whose |lives have been saved through
transplantation and honoring the generosity of donors and their
famlies; and

VWHEREAS, Al|l proceeds generated through Hopes & Sol es are donated to
Donate Life New York State to support its m ssion of saving and healing



i ves through organ, eye, and tissue donation, ensuring that Ava Walia's
work directly contributes to inproving and extending the lives of
ot hers; and

VWHEREAS, Hopes & Soles enbodies the values of hope, renmenbrance,
service, and community, remnding all New Yorkers that even a single act
of generosity can have a lasting and transformative inpact on countless
I ndi vidual s and fam lies; and

VWHEREAS, Ava Walia's conpassi on, |eadership, and unwavering
commtnment to hel ping others serve as an inspiration to her peers and to
all residents of this great State, denonstrating that age is no barrier
to making a profound difference in the world; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Ava Walia in recognition of her extraordinary efforts to pronote
organ donati on awar eness through Hopes & Sol es; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Ava Walia



