Assenbly Resol uti on No. 1582
BY: M of A Rules (Cashnman)

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Novenber 8, 2026, as First-Generation Col | ege
Graduate Day in the State of New York

WHEREAS, A "first-generation college student” means an i ndi vi dual
whose parents did not conplete a baccal aureate degree, or in the case of
any individual who regularly resided with and received support fromonly
one parent, an individual whose parent did not conplete a baccal aureate
degree; and

VWHEREAS, Novenber 8th honors the anniversary of the signing of the
Hi gher Education Act of 1965 by President Lyndon B. Johnson on Novenber
8, 1965; and

VWHEREAS, First-generation college graduates represent a vita
conponent of New York State's workforce and civic life, contributing to
econom c growth, innovation, public service, education, healthcare, and
comunity | eadership; and

WHEREAS, New York State is honme to a diverse population of
first-generation coll ege graduates educated through the State University
of New York, the Gty University of New York, independent colleges and
uni versities, and other accredited institutions of higher education; and

VWHEREAS, The success of first-generation col | ege gr aduat es
strengt hens famlies and conmuni ties, expands i ntergenerational
opportunity, and serves as a powerful exanple to future students that
hi gher education is attainable, regardl ess of background; and

WHEREAS, First-generation college graduates often play a critical
role in advancing educational equity by returning to their comunities
as nmentors, educators, professionals, and advocates for access to higher
education; and

WHEREAS, Recogni zing First-Generation Coll ege G aduate Day provides
an opportunity to honor perseverance, resilience, and acadeni c
achievenment while reaffirmng New York State's conm tnment to expandi ng
access, affordability, and student success in higher education; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Novenber 8, 2026, as
First-Generation College Gaduate Day in the State of New York; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York, and to such other entities as deened appropri ate.



