Assenbly Resol ution No. 1577
BY: M of A Rules (Smullen)

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Sept enber 26, 2026, as Hunting and Fishing Day in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, The great state of New York has a rich and storied
tradition of hunting and angling, that dates back further than the state
itself and carries forward to this day; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimSeptenber 26, 2026, as Hunting and
Fishing Day in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance
of National Hunting and Fishing Day; and

VWHEREAS, National Hunting and Fishing Day was established in 1972 to
celebrate and recognize hunters and anglers for their | mrense
contributions to fish and wildlife conservation, and to our society; and

WHEREAS, Hunting and angling continue to be an integral conponent of
the cultural fabric of communities throughout the state of New York, and
over recent years have offered a grow ng nunber of participants an
opportunity to connect wth nature on a per sonal | evel whi | e
si mul t aneously providing food security, a sense of self-sufficiency, and
both nental and physical health benefits; and

VWHEREAS, New York's sportsnen and wonmen were anong the first
conservationists to support the establishnment of the New York State
Departmment of Environnental Conservation to conserve fish, wildlife and
their habitat, and through their license fees hel ped fund state efforts
to provide for healthy and sustai nable natural resources; and

VWHEREAS, Upon realizing that |icense fees alone were insufficient to
restore and sustain healthy fish and wildlife popul ations, New York's
sportsnmen and wonen supported sel f-inposed excise taxes on firearns and
ammunition, fishing tackle and notorboat fuels to raise additional
conservation funds; and

WHEREAS, To this day, the New York State Departnent of Environnental
Conservation is primarily funded by sportsnen and wonen, through the
Anerican System of Conservation Funding - a "user pays - public
benefits" approach that is widely recognized as the nobst successful
nodel for funding fish and wildlife managenent in the world; and

WHEREAS, Last year alone, New York's sportsmen and wonen gener at ed
$76.3 mllion through the Arerican System of Conservation Funding to
support the <conservation efforts of the New York State Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Conservation; and

VWHEREAS, 1, 398,924 hunters and angl ers support the state's econony
through their spending, contributing to the billions spent on outdoor
activities in New York | ast year; and



VWHEREAS, According to the nost recent data from the Bureau of
Econom ¢ Anal ysis, on the national |evel, sportsnmen and wonen spent nore

than $38 billion on hunting, fishing, and recreational shooting, which
does not include spending on itens such as trips and travel, or |icense
fees that were necessary for their participation; this spending hel ped
fuel the outdoor econony, which conprised 1.6% of New York's CGDP that
sanme year; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Septenber 26, 2026, as
Hunting and Fishing Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State of New

Yor k.



