Assenbly Resol uti on No. 1533
BY: M of A Rules (Sol ages)

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
July 26, 2026, as the inaugural Konpa Day in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, Konpa Day has been an annual celebration in New York Gty
dedi cated to recogni zing Haitian Konpa mnusic and its inpact on the
city's cultural life; and

VWHEREAS, New York State is home to vibrant Haitian comunities in
New York City, Long Island, Wstchester, Rockland, and throughout the
Hudson Valley, whose <cultural traditions and artistic contributions
continue to strengthen the social and econonmic fabric of the State; and

VWHEREAS, Haiti an-owned busi nesses, nusicians, artists, and cultural
organi zations across the State of New York have hel ped preserve and
pronot e Konpa nusic through concerts, festivals, educational prograns,
and community celebrations that enrich the State's diverse cultural
| andscape; and

VWHEREAS, The word "Konpa" is adopted fromthe Spani sh | anguage word
"conpas" which neans rhythm or neasure as in a nusical neasure; and

VWHEREAS, Konpa nusic originated in the 1950s by nusician and nmaestro
Nemours Jean-Baptiste and his band Conjunto International when they
began adapting traditional Haitian sounds into a new dance nmusic style;
and

WHEREAS, The traditional Konpa sound features the beats of the
tanbou, a Haitian barrel drum sounds associated with big band style of
musi ¢ including saxophones, trunpets, and tronbones, and an upbeat,
danceabl e style of song; and

VWHEREAS, Mbdern day konpa or nouvell e generation features electronic
sounds |i ke synthesizers and drum nachi nes and i ncorporates other genres
of music such as hip hop and reggae; and

VWHEREAS, Konpa nusic has had international inpacts wth the genre
spreading throughout the Caribbean and inspiring the creation of new
genres such as cadence-|ypso in the Dom nican Republic; and

VWHEREAS, Konpa nusic continues to play an inportant role in cultura
events, parades, festivals, and celebrations throughout New York State,
bringing together people of all backgrounds through nusic, dance, and
shared heritage; and

WHEREAS, Konpa nusic is on track to be included on the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization's Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity list; and

VWHEREAS, New York has one of the |argest populations of Haitian



people in the country, and the cultural contributions of Haitian people
are woven into the fabric of our state adding vibrancy and col or; and

VWHEREAS, G ven the significance of this culture, this celebration
shoul d extend beyond New York City; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim July 26, 2026, as the
i naugural Konpa Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



