Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 1506
BY: M of A Zi nernman

HONORING the |ife and | egacy of Thomas H Wat ki ns,
Jr., a pioneering journalist, nedia entrepreneur,
and chanpi on for the economic and civic enpowernent
of the African-Anmerican community

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body honors those who have dedicated their
lives to wuplifting their conmunities, anplifying the voices of the
under served, and whose | egacies continue to inspire generations |ong
after their service has ended; and

WHEREAS, Thomas H. Watkins, Jr. was born in 1937 into a famly with
a proud tradition of advocacy for Afri can- Ameri can rights-his
gr andf at her ar gued before Congress for federal protections from
| ynching, and his father hel ped expand the circulation of the Ansterdam
News , New York's oldest and first fully unionized Bl ack newspaper; and

VWHEREAS, Thomas H. Watkins, Jr. becane a pioneering journalist and
medi a entrepreneur, founding the New York Daily Challenge, the first
Black daily newspaper in New York Cty, which at its height reached
t housands of readers, generated nearly $30 mllion annually, and
enpl oyed dozens of African-Anericans fromits corporate headquarters in
Bedf or d- St uyvesant, Brooklyn; and

WHEREAS, Over the course of his distinguished career, Thomas H.
Wat ki ns, Jr. expanded the reach of Black nedia by founding and acquiring
publications including the Afro Tinmes, New Anerican, Jersey City
Chal | enge, Pat er son- Passai c Chal | enge, and Newar k Chal | enge,
consistently advocati ng for t he econom ¢ I ndependence of
African- Anericans and the enduring power of the Black voice and the
Bl ack doll ar; and

VWHEREAS, As presi dent of the National Newspaper Publishing
Association from 1989 to 1992, and as a devoted |ifelong nenber
thereafter, Thomas H. Watkins, Jr. used his platformto nentor,
inspire, and uplift Black journalists nationw de, delivering keynote
addr esses for organizations such as United Way and at esteened
institutions, including H storically Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCUs) such as Bethune-Cookman University and Johnson C  Smth
Uni versity; and

VWHEREAS, A conmmitted community | eader, Thomas H Watkins, Jr. was a
proud nenber of Orega Psi Phi Fraternity, Signma Pi Phi Fraternity, the
Conus Club, and the Reveille Cub; throughout his life in Brooklyn, New
York, he remained steadfast in advocating for the financial enpowernent
of African-Anericans and the advancenent of his community; and

VWHEREAS, |In recognition of his extraordinary life and enduring
i mpact on journalism the African-Anerican conmmunity, and the Cty and
State of New York, it is fitting and proper that this Legislative Body
pause to honor Thomas H Watkins, Jr. and his lifelong dedication to



enpoweri ng others through nedia, education, and economc opportunity;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body hereby honors the life, |egacy,
and remarkable contributions of Thomas H Watkins, Jr., who died on
Friday, Decenber 19, 2025, and expresses its profound gratitude for his
tireless commtnment to anplifying Black voices, fostering econonc
enpower ment, and chanpi oni ng civic engagenent; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Thonmas H Watkins, Jr.



