Assenbly Resol uti on No. 1488
BY: M of A Ra

RECOGNI ZI NG May 28, 2026, as National Marrow Donor
Program (NVDP) Donor Day in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
of ficial days which enhance awareness of neaningful causes and pay
tribute to those individuals whose extraordinary generosity and
conpassi on save |ives; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
recogni ze May 28, 2026, as National Mrrow Donor Program Donor Day in
the State of New York, and to honor New York's NVDP |ife-saving donors;
and

VWHEREAS, Every three to four mnutes, sonmeone in the United States
I s diagnosed with a bl ood cancer; and

WHEREAS, A bone marrow or blood stemcell transplant can cure or
treat nore than 75 diseases, including |eukema, |ynphoma, aplastic
anem a, and sickle cell disease; and

VWHEREAS, Approximately 75 percent of patients do not have a fully
mat ched donor within their famly and nust rely on the NVDP to help
| ocate an altruistic volunteer donor of marrow, blood stemcells, or
cord bl ood; and

VWHEREAS, For nearly 40 years, NVDP has provided hope and healing to
patients by managi ng the national registry of volunteer bl ood stem cel
donors, and in the sumrer of 2026 will reach the remarkable m | estone of
facilitating 150,000 bone marrow and bl ood stem cell transplants nade
possi bl e through the sel fless commtnent of volunteer donors; and

VWHEREAS, Young donors between the ages of 18 and 35 are especially
needed to join the registry, as research denonstrates that younger
donors often contribute to nore successful transplant outcones; and

VWHEREAS, NMDP partners with coll ege students across the State of New
York to host donor recruitnent events on nore than 34 college and
uni versity campuses in 2026, including efforts at Hofstra University
that resulted in nearly 80 newWy registered potential donors; and

WHEREAS, Eight institutions of higher education in New York State
currently mai ntain dedi cated NVDP chapters, including the University at
Buffalo, New York Institute of Technol ogy, CUNY Hunter College, Stony
Brook University, Syracuse University, Hamlton College, New York
Uni versity, and Cornell University; and

WHEREAS, New York State is honme to 13 transplant centers that
provide these life-saving treatnents, as well as six collection and
apheresis centers that collect blood stemcells and bone nmarrow from



vol unt eer donors; and

VWHEREAS, This resolution is inspired by the 366,275 New Yorkers
currently listed on the NVDP registry who stand ready to donate, and by
the 730 New Yorkers who have answered the call to provide |life-saving
donations during the past five years; and

VWHEREAS, Designating May 28, 2026, as NVDP Donor Day in the State of
New York will provide an opportunity to recogni ze these selfless donors,
rai se public awareness, and encourage nore individuals to join the
registry in support of future life-saving transplants; and

VWHEREAS, On May 28, 2026, nenbers of the public who neet eligibility
criteria will have the opportunity to inquire about joining the registry
at the New York State Legislative Ofice Building;, and

WHEREAS, The countless New Yorkers who have joined the NVDP
regi stry, and those who have gone on to donate bone marrow or bl ood stem
cells, enbody the highest ideals of conpassion, selflessness, and civic
responsibility, offering hope and a second chance at life to patients
and famlies facing devastating illness, often for conplete strangers
t hey may never neet; and

WHEREAS, Recogni zi ng May 28, 2026, as NVDP Donor Day in the State of
New York wil|l provide an opportunity to recogni ze these sel fl ess donors,
rai se public awareness, and encourage nore individuals to join the
registry in support of future |ife-saving transplants; and

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze May 28, 2026, as National Marrow Donor Program Donor Day in
the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body encourages all New Yorkers to
| earn nore about bl ood stemcell donation and to consider joining the
NVDP registry in order to help save lives.



