Assenbly Resol ution No. 1473
BY: M of A Rules (Lunsford)

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 2026, as Asthma and All ergy Awareness Month in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
health i ssues that affect the |lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 2026, as Asthna and
Al'l ergy Awareness Month in the State of New York, in conjunction wth
t he observance of National Asthma and All ergy Awareness Mnth; and

WHEREAS, Each vyear, the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America
(AAFA) decl ares May as National Asthma and All ergy Awareness Mnth since
It is peak season for those suffering fromasthma and all ergies; and

WHEREAS, Asthma is a |long-term di sease that causes your airways to
beconme swollen and inflamed, nmaking it hard to breathe; and

WHEREAS, An allergy occurs when the body's imune system sees a
substance as harnful and overreacts to it; the reactions can range from
mld to severe and can cause a nedi cal energency; and

WHEREAS, There is no cure for asthma and allergies, and many deat hs
are preventable with proper treatnment and care; and

VWHEREAS, Allergies, asthm, and sever al ot her i nfl anmat ory
conditions are related: eczema (atopic dermatitis), contact dermatitis,
nasal polyps, chronic hives, and various types of food allergies; and

VWHEREAS, Asthnma is one of the nbst commbn nonconmuni cable di seases
anong children; and

WHEREAS, Asthma is a |leading cause of hospitalizations and school
absences due to it being a chronic disease anong children; and

WHEREAS, Bl ack, Hi spanic, and Indigenous individuals in the United
States face the highest burden of asthma; and

VWHEREAS, One of the npbst common chronic conditions in the US., 1
out of 3 people have allergies; and

VWHEREAS, Nearly 32 out of 100 U.S. adults and nore than 30 out of
100 U.S. children have a seasonal allergy, eczema, or food allergy; and

WHEREAS, On average, it is estimated that anaphylaxis (a severe
allergic reaction) results in 45,000-50,000 energency roomvisits in the
United States each year; and



VWHEREAS, Food al |l ergies have increase anong U.S. children over the
past 20 vyears, wth the greatest increase in Black children; further

children with food allergies are two to four tines nore likely to have
asthma or other allergic diseases; and

VWHEREAS, People wth asthma and food allergies need access to
af fordabl e health i nsurance and to the nedications and devi ces they need
at affordable prices; and

VWHEREAS, Understanding allergic conditions is crucial for effective
advocacy and support; by raising awareness and pronoting education, we
can enpower conmunities to act now to support and inprove the health of
mllions; and

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 2026, as Asthma and
Al'l ergy Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further



