Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 1450
BY: M of A Rules (Ra)

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Oct ober 8, 2026, as Sight Day in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official days dedicated to raising awareness of serious conditions
i npacting the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimCctober 8 2026, as Sight
Day in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the observance of
Wwrld Sight Day; and

VWHEREAS, World Sight Day is an annual day of awareness held on the
second Thursday in Qctober to rai se awareness about blindness and vision
I npai rnment; the day highlights the i nportance of eye health and pronotes
actions to address preventable vision problens; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, Wrld Sight Day ains to draw attention to the
| npact of unaddressed visual inpairnents on individuals, famlies, and
communi ties, and encourages governnents, organizations, and individuals
to support eye health initiatives; and

WHEREAS, This vital day of recognition is led by the International
Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (1APB) and involves various
activities, i ncluding awareness canpaigns, health screenings, and
fundrai sing for eye care program and

VWHEREAS, Thr oughout the world, 36 mllion individuals are blind, and
217 mllion individuals have a noderate or severe vision inpairnment; and

WHEREAS, Together with the observance of Wrld Sight Day, nmany | ocal
muni cipalities al so recogni ze Cctober as Col obomas Awar eness Mont h; and

VWHEREAS, Col oboma of the eye is a defect in the structure of the eye
that is present frombirth, and is common in individuals wth CHARGE
Syndr ome; and

VWHEREAS, A coloboma is caused when issues occur during the
devel opnent of the eyeball; col obomas can occur on one or both eyes and
can occur wthin different parts of the eye including the iris, |ens,
optic nerve, eyelid, or retina; and

WHEREAS, Due to the physical nature of the defects, a coloboma 1is
typically identified by a pediatrician visually or during a routine eye
exam and

VWHEREAS, The primary inplication of a coloboma is sensitivity to
l'ight, however, the inpact on a child s vision is determ ned by the



severity, whether or not it occurs in one or both eyes, and the |ocation
of the col oboma; and

WHEREAS, Due to the light sensitivity, <children may require
sungl asses, tinted lenses, visors, and/or light covers in soft colors
such as purple or blue to conbat the harshness of overhead |ights; black
curtains may be used to cut back on glare in roons with | arge anmounts of
natural light; additionally, children may require adaptations such as
enl arged text, a magnifying glass, or assistive technology to access the
cl assroom curricul um and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this health issue and nore nust be done to increase activity at the
| ocal, state, and national levels to pronote eye health and to support
patients and their famlies; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimOOctober 8, 2026, as Sight
Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



