Assenbly Resol uti on No. 1449
BY: M of A Rules (Jensen)

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Oct ober 6, 2026, as Dani sh Anerican Heritage Day 1in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay just tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the community
of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in Kkeeping wth its
| ong-standing traditions, it is the intent of this Legislative Body to
appl aud and conmenorate events which foster ethnic pride and exenplify
the cultural diversity that represents and strengthens the spirit of the
people and the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proud to nenorialize Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaim Cctober 6, 2026, as Danish Anerican Heritage
Day in the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, New York State is hone to nore than 27,000 peopl e of Danish
ancestry, making up nearly one-tenth of one percent of the state's
popul ation, with approximately 1.1 mllion individuals wth Danish
heri tage nationw de; and

WHEREAS, The United States and the Kingdom of Denmark share, and
enjoy, a close relationship that is built upon a nutual commtnent to
denocracy, freedom trade, rule of law, security, and prosperity, wth
t he cooperation of both nation's mlitary, econony and politics serving
as the basis of an enduring partnership; and

VWHEREAS, The first Danes in New York were aboard the Hal ve Maen, the
ship of Henry Hudson, which sailed into New York Harbor in 1609; |ater,
the mpjority of Danish inmmigrants originally settled in New York Gty
and other port <cities to work as shipping agents, suppliers, and ship
bui |l ders before settling towards M dwestern farm and; and

WHEREAS, New York serves as the hone of one of the nobst prom nent
Dani sh  Anerican heritage organizations, the Dani sh American Chanber of
Commerce, which seeks to provide their nenbers W th net wor ki ng
opportunities, nentoring, and serve as the preferred busi ness network
for the Dani sh American busi ness comrunity; and

WHEREAS, New York is honme to the Danish Seanen's Church in Brooklyn,
whi ch serves as the spiritual outpost for Danes living in New York,
providing religious, social, and cultural opportunities for all people
with relations with Denmark; and

VWHEREAS, One of the nobst prom nent Danish-New Yorkers was Jacob
Riis, who as a social refornmer and pioneer of investigatory journalism
hel ped to expose the living conditions in New York Cty's tenenent



housing at the turn of the 20th century in his book, How the O her Half
Lives, leading to the first significant state legislation reducing the
evils of tenenent houses; and

VWHEREAS, The celebration of Danish American Heritage Day wl|
contribute to the Dani sh- Anerican experience in the State of New York
and help further the preservation and enhancenent of the Danish culture
and heritage, adding so nuch to the rich nosaic of which our great State
and Nation are conprised; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimQCctober 6, 2026, as Dani sh
Anerican Heritage Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



