Assenbl y Resol ution No. 1444
BY: M of A Rules (Walsh)

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
June 2026, as Reunification Month in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, All children need the care, |love, security and stability of
famly wunity, including parents, siblings, grandparents and other
extended famly nenbers to provide a solid foundation for personal
growt h, devel opnent and maturity; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai mJune 2026, as Reunification Mnth in
the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of Nationa
Reuni fi cati on Mnth; and

WHEREAS, Reunification with famly is the preferred outcone for
children renoved from their honmes and placed in foster care; for nost
children in foster care, reunification with their famly is their best
option for a permanent and | oving hone; and

WHEREAS, People 1looking to encourage famly reunification nmay
utilize strategies that build on famly strengt hs, I ncl udi ng:
encour agi ng famly engagenent ; mai nt ai ni ng famly and cultural
connections; connecting famlies to evidenced-based services in the
community; facilitating regular and frequent visits anong famly nenbers
W th the caseworker present; and pronoting parent education; and

VWHEREAS, The nost effective foster caregivers, encour age
reuni fication by extending their role beyond supporting the children in
their care to supporting the children's whole famly, working to
maintain positive partnerships between birth parents, caregivers,
casewor ker s, and older youth increase the chances of successful
reuni fications; and

WHEREAS, Reunification takes work, commtnent, and investnment of
time and resources by parents, famly nenbers, social workers, foster
parents, service providers, attorneys, courts, and the community; and

WHEREAS, Child wel fare agencies, courts, schools, businesses, nedia,
religious institutions, civic, and service organizations are wurged to
comenor at e National Reunification Month with appropriate cerenoni es and
activities in acknow edgenent of the inportance of supporting famlies
and conmmunities; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Gover nor Kat hy Hochul to proclaim June 2026, as
Reuni fication Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New



Yor k.



