Assenbly Resol uti on No. 1438
BY: M of A Rules (DeStefano)
MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim

Oct ober 2026, as Pet Rescue Awareness Month in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that all 1iving
creatures have value and to recognize and appreciate the service,
conpani onship, loyalty, unconditional |ove and happi ness aninals bring

to the lives of New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim OCctober 2026, as Pet
Rescue Awareness Month in the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, There are approxi mately 13,600 i ndependent conmunity ani na
shelters nationwde, and there is no national organization nonitoring
these shelters; currently, no governnent I nstitution or ani nmal
organi zation is responsible for tabulating national statistics for the
ani mal protection novenent; and

WHEREAS, Mre than seven mllion conpanion aninmals enter aninal
shelters nationw de every year, of which 3.9 mllion are dogs and 3.4
mllion are cats; nost of these animals are given up by their owners or
found by Animal Control on the streets; and

VWHEREAS, Approximately 2.7 mllion dogs and cats are killed every
year because shelters are too full and there are not enough adoptive
hones; and

VWHEREAS, Each vyear, 1.2 mllion dogs and 1.4 mllion cats are
eut hani zed, while 2.7 mllion of these shelter aninmals are adopted; and

VWHEREAS, Only about 649, 000 ani mals who enter shelters as strays are
returned to their owners; of those, 542,000 are dogs and 100,000 are
cats; and

WHEREAS, In the United States, only one out of every 10 dogs born
will find a permanent hone; in addition, honeless aninmals outnunber
honel ess people five to one; and

WHEREAS, O the dogs entering shelters, 35 percent are adopted, 31
percent are euthani zed and 26 percent of dogs who cane in as strays are
returned to their owner; furthernore, of the cats entering shelters, 37
percent are adopted, 41 percent are euthanized, and less than five
percent of cats who cane in as strays are returned to their owners; and

WHEREAS, It is wvital that we encourage enpathy and conpassion for
our conpanion animals, and that we provide a voice for those who cannot
speak for thenselves; and



VWHEREAS, Throughout New York State in the nonth of October, aninal
advocates, supporters, pet owners, and citizens cone together to

protect, and acknow edge all animals' positive contribution to society;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim OCctober 2026, as Pet
Rescue Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



