Assenbly Resol ution No. 1416
BY: M of A Rules (Brabenec)

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Oct ober 2026, as Czech-American Heritage Mnth in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay just tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the community
of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in Kkeeping wth its
ti me-honored traditions, it 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim OCctober 2026, as
Czech- Anerican Heritage Month in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Augustine Hernman was the first docunented Czech (Bohem an)
settler in North Anerica; while working for the West India Conpany, he
came to New Ansterdam now known as New York; and

WHEREAS, A nman of nmany tal ents, Augustine Hernman becane one of the
nost influential people in the Dutch Province which led to his
appointment to the Council of N ne to advise the New Ansterdam Gover nor
Peter Stuyvesant; one of his greatest achievenents was his celebrated
map of Maryland and Virginia conm ssioned by Lord Baltinore; and

WHEREAS, There was anot her Bohemian living in New Ansterdam at that
time, Frederick Philipse, who becane equally famous; he was a successful
mer chant who, eventually, becane the wealthiest person in the entire
Dutch Province; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1735, the first significant wave of Czech colonists, the
Moravian Brethren, began arriving on the Anmerican shores; they were the
foll owers of the teachings of the Czech religious refornmer and nmartyr
Jan Hus and Bi shop John Anpbs Conenius; and

WHEREAS, The Mravian Brethren first settled in Savannah, Ceorgi a,
and then in Pennsylvania, fromwhich they spread to other states after
the Anerican Revolution, especially Ohio; they established a nunber of
Moravi an settlenents, such as Bethlehemand Lititz in Pennsylvania and
Salemin North Carolina; and

VWHEREAS, The Mravians nade great contributions to the growh and
devel opnment of the United States culture, nost notably in nusic; the
trunpets and horns used by the WMravians in Ceorgia are the first
evi dence of Moravian instrunental nusic in Anerica; and

WHEREAS, In 1776, at the time of the Declaration of |ndependence,
nore than two thousand Mravian Brethren lived in the colonies; the
Moravi an Brethren established a close relationship with President Thonas
Jef ferson, who designated special lands to the mssionaries to civilize
the I ndians and pronote Christianity; and



VWHEREAS, The free uncul tivated land in Anerica encouraged
I mm gration throughout the nineteenth century; nost of the inmgrants

were farmers and settled in the Mdwestern states; immgration reached a
peak in 1907, when 13,554 Catholic Czechs entered the eastern ports; and

WHEREAS, By 1910, the Czech popul ati on was 349, 000, and by 1940 it
was 1, 764, 000; today, 1,615,000 Czech-Americans live in the United
States; and

WHEREAS, Czech-Anericans have made significant contributions to
Anerican society as doctors, politicians, nusicians, athletes, and
teachers; and

WHEREAS, Czech-Anerican, Madeleine Al bright was the first woman to
hold the office of United States Secretary of State; and

VWHEREAS, Anot her noteworthy Czech-Anerican is Thomas Robert Cech, a
Chem st who was the recipient of the 1989 Nobel Prize in Chem stry for
the discovery of the catalytic properties of RNA, and

WHEREAS, Czech-Anerican Heritage Month is atinme to celebrate the
aspirations and values that have been shared with the Czech people for
generations, and to recognize the countless contributions of Americans
and New Yorkers of Czech descent to every aspect of society; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Gover nor Kathy Hochul to proclaim October 2026, as
Czech- Anerican Heritage Month in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



