Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 1385
BY: M of A Rules (Sayegh)

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Decenber 2, 2026, as Special Education Teacher
Awar eness Day in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that teachers of
speci al education students deserve our recognition as they support
students to reach their goals of integration, independence and equality
in our communities and society at |arge; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Decenber 2, 2026, as
Speci al Education Teacher Awareness Day in the State of New York, in
conjunction with the observance of National Special Education Day; and

VWHEREAS, Special education teachers play a critical role in
assessing student's skills and determ ning their educational needs, and
t hey devel op I ndividualized Educati on Prograns (I EPs) to ensure students
are working at the pace that best suits them and

WHEREAS, According to an education departnent report, in New York
State alone there are about 500,000 school-aged students receiving
speci al education prograns and services; it is crucial that the state
cones together to acknow edge this inportant popul ation of our state,
and the educators that continue to support them and

WHEREAS, Students with disabilities deserve access to equitable
education, and this is achieved heavily through the support of special
education teachers; there has been an wuphill battle in providing
education to children with special needs, and special education teachers
have served as advocates for the rights of these students; and

VHEREAS, Speci al education teachers deal wth many different
situations that nay arise on a day-to-day basis; they are required to
stay calm and help students navigate chall enges that may be presented
to them and need to be creative and engaging for the different types of
students in the class; and

VWHEREAS, Special education teachers balance the rel ati onshi ps
bet ween students, their famlies, and their educational goals; special
education teachers often do not receive the appreciation they deserve;
and

WHEREAS, New York State has contributed many of its resources to
speci al education prograns, therefore, it is only right that the
teachers who operate them are al so acknowl edged for their steadfast and
unremtting commitnent to their students and their famlies; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to



menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Decenber 2, 2026, as
Speci al Educati on Teacher Awareness Day in the State of New York; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and to special education teachers.



