Assenbly Resol ution No. 1366
BY: M of A Rules (Burdick)

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Sept enber 18, 2026, as PONVMA Day in the State of
New Yor k

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedom was at stake deserve a special salute fromthis
Legi sl ati ve Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Septenber 18, 2026, as PONVMA Day in
the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of National
POW M A Recognition Day; and

VWHEREAS, Since the Anerican Revolution, people fighting to secure
the freedomof the United States have at sone points in tinme been held
as prisoners of war (POA); and

WHEREAS, Each vyear, the third Friday in Septenber is set aside to
honor the commtnent and the sacrifices made by this nation's Prisoners
of War (POW and those who are still Mssing in Action (MA), as well as
their famlies; and

WHEREAS, National POWNMA Recognition Day was established in 1979
t hrough a proclamati on signed by President Jinmmy Carter; and

VWHEREAS, The first PON M A Recognition Day conmenoration was held at
the National Cathedral in Wshington, D.C while the 1st Tactical
Squadron from Langley Air Force Base in Virginia flew the m ssing nan
formation; and

VWHEREAS, 82,000 Anericans are still mssing according to the Defense
POW M A Accounting Agency; and

VWHEREAS, |In addition to national-level cerenonies, observances of
Nat i onal POWN M A Recognhition Day are held across the country on mlitary
installations, ships at sea, state capitals, schools, and veterans'
facilities; and

VWHEREAS, The U . S. POWNMA flag was recogni zed by Public Law 101-355
in 1990 as "the synbol of our Nation's concern and commtnent to

resolving as fully as possible the fates of Anericans still prisoner,
m ssing and wunaccounted for in the Southeast Asia, thus ending the
uncertainty for their famlies and the Nation."; and

WHEREAS, The point of PONM A Recognition Day is to ensure that we
remenber to stand behind those who serve and to nake sure we do
everything we can to account for those who never returned; and

WHEREAS, The State of New York w shes to honor these soldiers,



sailors, airmen, and their famlies; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberation to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Septenmber 18, 2026, as
POWMA Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and American Legi on Posts throughout the State of New YorKk.



