Assenbly Resol uti on No. 1338
BY: M of A Rules (Zi nermn)

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
March 14, 2026, as Black Mdwives Day in the State
of New Yor k

VWHEREAS, Black mdwi ves fulfill an essential role and contribute to
i mproving nmaternal health outconmes by addressing disparities and
providing culturally congruent care to Bl ack birthing people; and

VWHEREAS, The Bl ack M dw ves Day canpai gn was founded in 2023 by The
Nat i onal Black M dwi ves Alliance to designate March 14th as a day of
awar eness, education, advocacy, and community engagenent to uplift the
| egacy and ongoi ng work of Black m dw ves; and

VWHEREAS, Bl ack maternal health in the United States renmains in
crisis, with Black birthing people experiencing significantly higher
rates of maternal norbidity and nortality irrespective of incone,
educati on, or socioeconom ¢ status; and

WHEREAS, Many U.S. cities and counties face a high nunber of
maternity care deserts, where wonen of childbearing age do not have
access to hospitals or birth centers offering maternity care or
obstetric providers, which |eads to higher rates of maternal norbidity
and nortality, as nost conplications occur in the postpartum period when
birthing people are far away fromtheir providers; and

VWHEREAS, Integrating mdwives into the maternity care system has
been shown to inprove birth outcones, reduce nedical interventions, and
decrease the racial disparities in maternal and infant health; and

VWHEREAS, M dwi ves can assist birthing people and their famlies with
safe and effective childbirth options, and pronulgating mdw fery
pronotes access to safe and effective antepartum intrapartum and
post partum care; and

VWHEREAS, Bl ack m dwi ves have historically provided holistic
comunity-centered care, yet have been systenmatically excluded from
health care systens through restrictive policies and regul ations; and

WHEREAS, The resurgence of Black mdwifery is a testanent to
m dwi ves' resilience and their conmtnment to reclaimng traditional
birthing practices that prioritize respect, autonony, and positive
heal t h out cones; and

VWHEREAS, Bl ack m dwi ves play a pivotal role in reducing maternal and
I nf ant nortality, | mprovi ng peri nat al heal t h, and supporting
breastfeeding by integrating ancestral w sdom w th nodern evi dence- based
practices; and

WHEREAS, It is inportant to invest in mdwifery to expand access to
m dw fery education and training and to ensure fair conpensation and



support for mdw ves; and

WHEREAS, To facilitate optinmal health care access, m dw ves shoul d
have no restrictions to practicing mdwifery to the full extent and
scope of their training; and

WHEREAS, To pronote the restoration of Black mdwves to their
comunities, all educational and certification pathways should be open,
avai | abl e, and funded to build the workforce of m dw ves; and

WHEREAS, Observing Black Mdw ves Day creates an opportunity to
support and recogni ze the | ong-standi ng and i nval uable contributions of
Black mdw ves to maternal and infant health in The United States; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 14, 2026, as Bl ack
M dwi ves Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body recognizes the invaluable
contributions of Black m dw ves in advancing maternal and infant health,
addressing racial disparities in healthcare, and strengthening famlies
and communities across New York State; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



