Assenbly Resol uti on No. 1323
BY: M of A Conrad

COVMENDI NG Dr. Wendy A. Paterson for her years of
service as Dean of the School of Education at
Buffalo State University

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge outstanding individuals within our m dst who
have made significant contributions to the cormmunities of this State and
Nation; this Legislative Body seeks to acknow edge those i ndividuals
whose professional |ives serve to enhance the stature of the State of
New Yor k; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend Dr. Wendy
A. Paterson for her years of service as Dean of the School of Education
at Buffalo State University; she wll be honored for her decades of
dedi cated service and i nnovative | eadership at a Retirement Celebration
at Buffalo State University on Friday, My 22, 2026; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Wndy Paterson, a native of Kennore, New York, has
devoted her life and career to the advancenent of education, guided by a
deep and enduring conmtnent to teaching, |earning, and student success;
and

WHEREAS, A di stingui shed graduate of Kennore West H gh School, where
she served as Val edictorian and C ass President, Wendy Paterson pursued
her I|ifelong anbition to becone an educator at Buffalo State Coll ege;
t here she earned her Bachel or of Science in Education (summa cum | aude)
and her Master of Science in Education with certification in Literacy,
| at er conpl eting her Doctor of Philosophy in Elementary Education at the
State University of New York at Buffalo in 1997; and

VWHEREAS, Wendy Paterson began her professional journey in 1976 as
Readi ng Specialist in the Kennore-Tonawanda public schools; she expanded
her inpact 1in higher education as Coordinator of Developnmental Skills
and Services to Handi capped Students at Trocaire Coll ege, denonstrating
an early and lasting conmtnment to access, inclusion, and academ c
opportunity for all students; and

WHEREAS, I n 1988, Wndy Paterson joined Buffalo State Coll ege,
playing an integral role in launching the institution's academ c support
system which grew into University College; for nore than two decades of
service, she was a respected | eader across the canpus, contributing to
faculty governance, advancing diversity initiatives, pronoting acaden c
excel l ence, and shaping institutional strategic planning; and

VWHEREAS, Follow ng the conpletion of her doctoral studies, Dr. Wendy
Paterson filled roles in the Departnment of Elenmentary Education and

Readi ng, i ncl udi ng Assi stant Professor, Associate Professor, and
ultimately, Full Professor; she served two consecutive terns as
Depart ment Chair; in recognition of her exceptional service and

| eader shi p, she was awarded the SUNY Chancellor's Award for Excellence



in Service in 1997; and

VWHEREAS, Under Dr. Wendy Paterson's |eadership, the School of
Education has reinforced Buffalo State University's historic mssion of
preparing exceptional teachers through dynam c comrunity partnerships
and gl obal learning opportunities that place teacher candidates in
cl assroons across nultiple continents; and

WHEREAS, An internationally recognized scholar, Dr. Wendy Paterson
has nmade significant contributions to the fields of Iliteracy, famly
studies, and education through her research and publications; she is a
critically acclaimed author, and her scholarship has appeared in
respected journals; in 2003, she was honored with the Al bert Harris
Award fromthe International Reading Association for her innovative
research on instructional technology and early literacy; and

WHEREAS, Throughout her di stinguished career, Dr. Wndy Paterson has
exenplified excellence in teaching, scholarship, and service; she has
inspired countless students, supported faculty devel opnent, and
chanpioned the belief that teaching is a science, a craft, and an art;
and

VWHEREAS, The many contributions of which Dr. Wndy Paterson has
played a vital role are a testanent to her |legacy which will inspire
future students of the School of Education at Buffalo State University
for generations to cone; and

WHEREAS, In recognition of her extraordinary contributions to
education, transformative |eadership, and enduri ng I nfl uence on
students, educators, and communities locally, nationally, and globally,
this Legislative Body proudly honors Dr. Wendy Paterson and expresses
prof ound gratitude for her service and achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that those
dedi cated indi vidual s who have shown a | ong and sustained conmtnent to
excel l ence unquestionably have earned the recognition and appl ause of
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Dr. Wendy A. Paterson upon the occasion of her retirenent and to
wi sh her well in all her future endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dr. Wendy A. Paterson.



