Assenbly Resol uti on No. 1322
BY: M of A Conrad

HONORING Dr. Bonita Durand upon the occasion of
her retirenent after 25 years of distinguished
service to Buffalo State University

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to acknow edge
t hose i ndividual s whose professional |ives and civic endeavors serve to
enhance the stature of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Dr. Bonita Durand upon the occasion of her retirenent after 25 years of
di stingui shed service to Buffalo State University; and

VWHEREAS, For the past 25 years, Dr. Bonita Durand rendered faithful
consci entious and val uabl e service to Buffalo State University; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Bonita Durand earned a Bachelor of Arts in business
adm ni stration and curricul um devel opnent fromthe Union Institute in
C ncinnati, Chio, a Master of Science in applied public affairs fromthe
University at Buffalo, and a Doctor of Philosophy fromthe University at
Buffalo with a concentration in higher education adm nistration and a
focus on institutional advancenent; and

VWHEREAS, |In 2010, Dr. Bonita Durand received a certification in
educational nmanagenent and |eadership from the Gaduate School of
Education at Harvard University; and

VWHEREAS, |In her capacity as president and her many roles in the
uni versity, Dr. Bonita Dur and served with Iloyalty, honor and
di stinction; and

VWHEREAS, In her tine at Buffalo State University, Dr. Bonita Durand
served as chief of staff and secretary to the Buffalo State Col |l ege
Counci |l under five presidents; she was a graduate faculty nenber in the
university's Hi gher Education Admnistration Departnent, where she
taught courses on the history of American higher education, and
strategi c planning and finance in higher education; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Bonita Durand originally retired in 2018, after 22
years of service to Buffalo State University, but she was appointed
officer in charge of Buffalo State University by State University of New
York Chancellor John B. King Jr. on May 31, 2023, before her official
confirmation as president by the SUNY Board of Trustees on June 6, 2023;
and

VWHEREAS, On April 23, 2026, Dr. Bonita Durand was officially nanmed
the 10th President of Buffalo State University until her retirenent on
June 30, 2026; and

WHEREAS, In her official acts, Dr. Bonita Durand was governed by a



keen sense of duty and always showed a uni que grasp of human probl ens;
and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Bonita Durand provided |eadership to countless
commttees and working groups at Buffalo State, including the Mddle
States accreditation steering comrittee, the presidential inauguration
support committees, the facilities nmaster planning conmttee, and the
presidential search advisory commttees; she has served as the faculty
advi sor for the collegiate chapter of the National Council of Negro
Wnmen Inc. and the canpus advisor for the Gamma Kappa Chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.; and

WHEREAS, An active nenber of the Western New York Comrmunity, Dr.
Bonita Durand has dedicated her tinme to nunmerous organi zati ons across
the city and region; she was secretary for the City of Buffalo GCitizens
Advi sory Commi ssi on on Reapportionnment in 2011, a nenber of the mayor of
the City of Buffalo' s 2010 Conplete Count Census Conmittee, a charter
menber of the Buffal o Niagara Econom ¢ Devel opnent Corporation board of
directors, a nenber of the Wstern New York Wnen's Fund board of
directors and a Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority Conmm ssioner,
a nmenber of the Comunity Foundation board of directors from2014 to
2024, and she currently serves as the president of the Erie County N.Y.
Chapter of the Links Inc. and is an active nenber of the Buffal o Al umae
chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Bonita Durand was placed on several Buffalo First-a
Buf f al o- based business journal's 2024 lists, including its 2024: Power
200 Wnen the regions' top femal e | eaders, where she ranked 20th; and
t he Power 100 Leaders of Color list she |landed at nunber 1; and

VWHEREAS, During her tenure with Buffalo State University, Dr. Bonita
Durand earned the admration, esteemand affection of her colleagues;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Dr. Bonita Durand upon the occasion of her retirenent after 25
years of distinguished service to Buffalo State University; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dr. Bonita Durand.



