Assenbly Resol ution No. 1318
BY: M of A Rules (Werner)

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
June 27, 2026, as Bingo Day in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to acknow edge significant Anmerican
traditions that positively inpact the lives of «citizens of New York
State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimFriday, June 27, 2026, as
Bingo Day in the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, National Bingo Day hel ps rai se awareness about the soci al
and charitable benefits the gane provides while also highlighting the
enduri ng appeal of bingo as an inclusive and entertaining activity; and

WHEREAS, National Bingo Day is celebrated by special ganes,
pronotions, and activities, both in traditional bingo halls and across
digital platfornms; and

VWHEREAS, Bingo originated in Italy in 1530 and was known as the
Italian lottery in which old cigar boxes were used to pull wooden
nunbers fromwhile players would mark off their nunbers on their cards
using beans, which is why the gane was originally called "beano"; the
gane spread to France where it was known as "Le Lotto," and was played
by the French aristocracy; and

VWHEREAS, Bingo was popul arized by a New York toy sal esman, Edwin S.
Lowe, who in Decenber 1929, invented the bingo card after com ng across
the ganme being played at a fair in Jacksonville, Ceorgia; he worked
al ongside a mat hematics professor (Carl Leffler) to invent cards with at
| east 6000 combi nations; and

WHEREAS, The gane features paper cards wth 24 nunbered squares
arranged in five rows, five colums, and a free space in the mddle; and

WHEREAS, Bingo pronotes conmunity spirit, supports local charities
and offers a fun, | ow pressure way for people to socialize; and

VWHEREAS, For many, bingo is nore than a game-it's a cherished
tradition that connects generations, encourages friendly conpetition in
a wel com ng environnent, enphasizes comunity spirit, and supports | ocal
charities; and

WHEREAS, Thanks to the rise of nobile gamng, bingo is naking a
coneback, connecting players all over the world; and

WHEREAS, Wth the rise of online bingo and virtual bingo, the
average age of players is now estimated at 35, despite its popularity



being traditionally anongst seniors; and

VWHEREAS, 80% of bingo players are female and it is estinmated that
Aneri cans spend over $90 million on bingo cards per week; and

WHEREAS, Wth a rich history reaching back to the 16th century,
bi ngo has becone an Anerican institution that defines the fabric of this
nation's sense of community and entertai nment; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimJune 27, 2026, as Nati onal
Bingo Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New

Yor k.



