Assenbl y Resol ution No. 1314
BY: M of A Rules (Bichotte Hernelyn)

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 2026, as Haitian Heritage Month in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, Haitian Heritage Month, recognized globally during the
nonth of May, celebrates the rich culture of Haiti and its people,
including their history, |anguage, distinctive art, delicious foods and
cui sines; and

VWHEREAS, The purpose of the nonth is to raise awareness and
Under st andi ng about Haitian culture, history and traditions; by
educating the historical contributions Haitian people have made to the
United States and to the world; and cel ebrate these Haitian achi evenents
across the gl obe; and

WHEREAS, Haiti's history is of vital significance and pride for its
peopl e and has crucial gl obal inportance, representing a new concept of
human rights, universal <citizenship, and participation in governnent
t hrough the Haitian Revolution (1791-1804); and

WHEREAS, The Haitian Revolution is one the l|argest and the first
successful slave rebellions in the Western Hem sphere; starting with the
founding act of the Revolution by Dutty Boukman, a slave transferred
fromBritish colonial Jamaica to French colonial Saint Dom ngue, was a
Houngan, or Vodou priest, who |led the cerenony of Bois Cai man on the
ni ght of August 14, 1791; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1793, Toussaint L'CQuverture, fornmer slave of the French
colony and born wth the nane Francois Dom nique Toussaint, was a
Haitian General who led to the success of enslaved Africans gaining
aut onony in Saint-Dom ngue, now known as Haiti; and

VWHEREAS, Jean Jacques Dessalines, a forner slave, lead a m ghty
group of Haitians, Africans and Bl acks during the Haitian Revolution as
the General, who energed after Toussaint L' Overture was captured, that
def eat ed Napol eon Bonaparte and the French colonists at the Battle of
Vertieres at the end of 1803 to beconme the first Black ruler of the
first independent Black republic in the world; and

VWHEREAS, Henry Christophe becane Toussaint Louverture's Chi ef
Lieutenant fighting the French, British, and the Spaniards and | ater
becane President of Haiti in 1806 where he introduced a nonetary system
declared Catholicismthe state religion, and established schools and
hospital s including a basic school of nedicine; and

WHEREAS, The Haitian flag was designed by Jean Jacques Dessal i nes
and was adopted on May 18, 1803, at the Congress of Arcahaie, which was
held to establish the united conmand of the revolutionary arny under the
suprene authority of Jean-Jacques Dessalines; and



WHEREAS, Haitian Heritage Month is an expansion of Haitian Flag Day,
a national Haitian Holiday cel ebrated annually on May 18th, serving as a

major patriotic celebration in Haiti and the D aspora to encourage
patriotism and

VWHEREAS, Haitian Flag Day is a rem nder of the struggle to freedom
and the Haitian Flag synbolizes the unity that borne the Haitian nation
t hr ough t he al l'i ance of the Blacks and nulattoes during the
Revol utionary war; and

VWHEREAS, The independence of Haiti echoes the inportance of wonen
and wonen of col or in bui |l ding independent nations, through
revolutionaries |ike Marie-Jeanne Lamartiniere, who fought as a soldier
in the Indigenous arny, and Catherine Flon who, |ike Betsy Ross, is
credited with crafting the i ndependent Bl ack Republic of Haiti Flag in
1803, and who al so served as a nurse; and

WHEREAS, Haitian <culinary dishes, such as Soup Jounou, a soup
Haiti an sl aves were forbidden fromeating as it was "reserved for their
white masters," have becone synbols for Haitian freedom and Haiti has
vast variety of unique |ocal food now enjoyed throughout the world, such
as griot (fried pork), diri djon djon (black rice), plantains, grenadia
juice and rhum and

WHEREAS, Haitians continue to produce the |argest nunber of health
care workers (nurses, and doctors) and engineers in the Black diaspora;
and

VWHEREAS, Haitian history has indelibly shaped the United States,
I ncluding the 800 nen of color from Saint-Dom ngue (present-day Haiti),
who fought along the wth the Continental Arnmy during the Anerican
Revolution at the Battle of Savannah, Georgia in 1779 to fight against
the British, and enslaved Pierre Toussaint, who acconpanied his naster
to New York in 1787 and becane a major philanthropist who contributed
noney to the erection of the Saint Patrick's Cathedral; and

WHEREAS, Haitian born, Jean Baptiste Point du Sable traveled to
North Anerica in the early 1770s and was instrunental in the Pontiac's
Rebellion by negotiating and preserving peace anong several Native
American tribes and later becane the first settler and Founder of
Chicago in the 1780s; and

VWHEREAS, Haiti's victory over France hel ped ensure the survival of
the United States, who got an enornous bargain on the purchase of the
Loui siana Purchase after French | eaders were spooked by the revol ution
in Haiti; and

WHEREAS, Haitian Anmerican imm grants have cone to the United States
bringing their own influences and cultural traditions to a variety of

spheres including the arts, business, sports, |literature, science and
law, wth notable figures including: Jean-M chael Basquiat, one of the
defi ni ng artists of t he 20t h century; Jackson Geor ges, a

Hai ti an- Aneri can pai nter who worked with wood, marble, netal and | eather
to create works featured at the World Trade Art Gallery, United Nations,



and Mehu Gallery; Jean-C aude Brizard, a Haitian-Anerican teacher and
superintendent who served as the chief executive officer of the Chicago
Public Schools from 2011-2012; Dean P. Baquet, a Haitian Anerican
journalist who has served as the executive editor of The New York Tines
since 2014; N cole Baron Rosefort, who served as a New York Cty and
State public education |eader; Jacques Ji ha, who was Conm ssi oner of the

New York City Departnent of Finance, and who currently serves as
director of the New York City Mayor's O fice of Managenent and Budget;
and Karine Jean-Pierre, who serves as the Assistant to the President and
White House Press Secretary; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Assenbly houses the | argest Legislative
Hai ti an Caucus in the country, with four nmenbers; New York City has one
of the largest nunbers of Haitian elected officials in city council and
the judiciary in the nation; and the National Haitian American Elected
Oficials Network (NHAEON) has the |argest network of Haitian el ected
officials in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, Haitian Creole is one of the top 10 | anguages spoken in New
York City, and in 2018, the 'Little Haiti Brooklyn" cultural and
business district was established to preserve, harness, showase, and
cel ebrate the comercial and socio-cultural institutions in the Flatbush
section of Brooklyn with the |argest concentration of stakeholders of
Hai ti an ancestry; and

WHEREAS, In 2021, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority renanmed
the Newkirk Avenue subway station in Flatbush to t he Newki r k
Avenue-Little Haiti station to honor the neighborhood s unique Haitian
roots; the Haitian population continues to grow across the state which
started in Harlem to Brooklyn, and with the highest concentration of
Haitians in Queens, Long Island, Rockland County, Poughkeepsie and
Buf fal o; and

WHEREAS, For decades, Haiti has faced significant chall enges,
i ncludi ng natural disasters that have devastated the | and and di srupted
the lives of mllions, however, the Haitian people have denonstrated
resilience throughout history; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 2026, as Haitian
Heritage Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and Haitian organi zations across the State.



