Assenbl y Resol ution No. 1294
BY: M of A Rules (Barrett)

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 3-9, 2026, as Conpost Awareness Wek in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 3-9, 2026, as Conpost Awareness
Wek in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of
I nt ernati onal Conpost Awareness Wek; and

WHEREAS, The Conposting Council Research & Education Foundation,
along with Canada, Australia, the United Kingdom and ot her countries
have declared the first week of May to be the annual International
Conmpost Awar eness Wek; and

WHEREAS, Materials such as vyard trimmngs, vegetable cuttings,
bi osol i ds, food scraps, nmanures and hay shavi ngs have all been conposted
and converted into a beneficial product known as conpost; and

WHEREAS, A nmajority of wasted food in the United States is disposed
of in landfills, where due to inproper treatnent, it deconposes and
rel eases 15% of our nation's em ssions of nethane, a greenhouse gas that
I's one of the largest contributors towards climte change; and

VWHEREAS, Conposting is an effective formof waste reduction, reuse,
and recycling, and, since organic materials make up approxi mately 40% of
the material going to landfills in the United States, conposting is
becom ng one of the primary nethods conmmunities use to reach waste
di version goals; and

WHEREAS, Conposting is a way of returning organic resources to the
soil and is a way of conserving water during extrenme drought or flooding
conditions, reducing water consunption and non-point pollution, and a
proven nethod of decreasing the dependence on chemical fertilizers and
decreasi ng erosion; and

VWHEREAS, Communities, through their |ocal governments, highway
departnments, soil conservation service and extension offices, and public
wor ks professionals, can have significant inpact on clean water, soil,
climate change and |l andfill diversion by using conpost for public works
projects; and

WHEREAS, Soil plays an inportant role in our environnent; healthy
soil is at the heart of planetary, agricultural and human health; and

VWHEREAS, Conposting creates green jobs and infrastructure for cities
and states that inplenent conposting prograns; and

WHEREAS, Conposting is an effective way to aid the Aimte
Leadership and Comrunity Protection Act that was signed into law in
2019, with the goal to reduce greenhouse gas em ssions by 40% by the



year 2030, and reach an 85%reduction in greenhouse gas em ssions by
2050; and

WHEREAS, Conpost Awareness Wek is a publicity and education
initiative to showcase conpost production and denonstrate conpost use;
and

WHEREAS, This year's theme, "Conpost! Feed the Soil that Feeds Us,"
highlights the wvital role conpost plays in sustaining life while
enphasi zing how conposting can help support healthy soils and food
security; and

WHEREAS, By conposting, we return nutrients to the soil, help
capture carbon from the atnosphere, resist drought and di sease, and
provide fresh air; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 3-9, 2026, as Conpost
Awar eness Week in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and the Conposting Council Research & Educati on Foundati on.



