Assenbly Resol ution No. 1219
BY: M of A Rajkumar

menori al i zing Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 26, 2026, as Guyanese | ndependence Day in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay just tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the community
of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 26, 2026, as QGuyanese
| ndependence Day, in conjunction with the 60th Anniversary of the
| ndependence of Cuyana; and

VWHEREAS, The Co-operative Republic of QGuyana is a vibrant and
prosperous nation in the Caribbean region that enjoys friendly relations
wth our great State and Nation, serving as a partner in trade,
di pl omacy, culture, and security; and

WHEREAS, As a result of successive waves of settlenent, Guyana 1is
home to an incredibly diverse population, primarily consisting of
| ndo- Guyanese descended from South Asia, Afro-GQuyanese descended from
Africa, Anerindians, people of mxed ancestry, and descendants of
Eur opean and Chi nese workers; and

VWHEREAS, CGuyana gai ned i ndependence fromthe United Kingdom on My
26, 1966; on this date at mdnight, the British flag in National Park
was | owered and the Guyanese flag was raised, followed by a cerenmony in
Par | i ament wher e the Duke of Kent presented the Constitutional
Instruments to Prime Mnister Linden Forbes Sanpson Burnham and

VWHEREAS, Fromthe very beginning, the GCuyanese have celebrated
| ndependence Day with el aborate cel ebrations such as carnivals, parades,
firewrks, exhibitions, and rallies; and the Guyanese Anmerican conmunity
in New York City celebrates with an Independence Parade, anong ot her
festivities; and

VWHEREAS, Over 140, 000 peopl e of Guyanese descent call New York Gty
hone, constituting the second-I|argest Guyanese population in the world
after the Guyanese capital of Georgetown, wth Jlarge comunities in
South Queens, Central and Sout heast Brooklyn, and the Southeast Bronx;
and

WHEREAS, One of the greatest testanments to the contributions of
Guyanese New Yorkers is the neighborhood of Little Guyana, running al ong
Li berty Avenue in South Queens, which is hone to a bustling
| ndo- Guyanese comunity and nunerous restaurants and snmall businesses;
and in 2021, New York City honored the nei ghborhood by co-nam ng Liberty
Avenue as "Little Guyana Avenue"; and



WHEREAS, The 60th Anniversary of Guyana's |ndependence provides an
opportunity to recogni ze the significance of their contributions to the

quality and character of life, and, through events and activities, for
all people to gain a greater appreciation of CGuyanese history and
traditions, and of the role the Guyanese have played, and will continue
to play, in our society; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity
to recogni ze such events of significance which foster ethnic pride and
exenplify the «cultural diversity that represents and strengthens the
fabric of the people and the State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 26, 2026, as Guyanese
| ndependence Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; the Guyanese Consul Ceneral; and various Guyanese organi zations in
the State of New York.



