Assenbl y Resol ution No. 1204
BY: M of A Lunsford

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Sept enber 2026, as Early Intervention Awareness
Month in the State of New York

WHEREAS, The wearly vyears of a child's |ife are critical physical,
mental , and enotional devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, In the first few years of life, nore than 1 mllion new
neural connections are formed every second, naking the years 0-3 anong
the nost inportant in a child' s overall devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, Children with devel opnental del ays and disabilities benefit
nost when those disabilities are addressed before age 3, with 74 percent
of children who receive Early Intervention Services denonstrating nore
t han expected growt h; and

WHEREAS, Early Intervention is the term used to describe the
services and supports that are available to babies and young children
under the age of three wth devel opnental delays and disabilities and
their famlies, including speech therapy, physical therapy, occupational
t her apy, counseling and other types of services based on the needs of
the child and famly; and

VHEREAS, These services are critical to a child s lifelong
devel opment and provide health, social and econom c benefits to a child
and their famly; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Early Intervention Program (ElIP),
adm nistered by the State's Departnent of Health through the Bureau of

Early Intervention, is part of the national Early Intervention Program
for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their famlies; it was
first created in Congress in 1983 wunder the Individuals wth

Di sabilities Education Act (IDEA), and the Early Intervention Programin
New York State was established in Article 25 of the Public Health Law on
July 1, 1993; and

VWHEREAS, Young children across New York State are not receiving
timely and conprehensive early chil dhood devel opnental services; since
2017, there has been a 27 percent decline in children who received
timely services; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that New York's citizens know about Early
Intervention services available to infants and toddlers born wth
devel opnent al delays and disabilities so that famlies nay take
advant age of every opportunity to inprove the health and well-being of
their children; and

VWHEREAS, Early Intervention services and providers can help a famly
| earn the best ways to care for their child, how to support and pronote
their child s devel opnent, and how to include their <child in their



famly and comunity life; and

VWHEREAS, The observance of Early Intervention Awareness Month in the
State of New York provides an opportunity to recognize the availability

and inportance of Early Intervention providers and services in New York
State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai m Septenber 2026, as Early
I ntervention Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



