Assenbly Resol ution No. 1196
BY: M of A Mher

COVMEMORATI NG the 4th Annual Honor Flight Day in
the State of New York

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so faithfully and courageously in wars in which our
Nation's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
during peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body;
and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
wi th which these nen and wonen served their country, and nust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who gave their
lives for their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be missing
in action; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comenorate the
4t h Annual Honor Flight Day in the State of New York, to be observed on
Wednesday, April 22, 2026; and

WHEREAS, Honor Flights are an opportunity to recognize and thank the
Americans who secured our freedom by bringing themto the Nation's
capital to see the nenorials that comenorate their service, giving them
a hero's wel cone every step of the way; and

WHEREAS, Established in 2005 by Jeff MIler and Earl Mrse, Honor
Fl i ght Network is a national nonprofit organization conposed of
i ndependent hubs wor ki ng together to achieve the Honor Flight m ssion;
our Nation's neritorious veterans always travel free of charge, thanks
to generous donations to this vital non-profit organization; and

VWHEREAS, In the State of New York, this noble mssion is advanced
through the dedicated efforts of numerous regional Honor Flight hubs,
including Big Apple Honor Flight, Honor Flight Long Island, Hudson
Valley Honor Flight, Patriot Flight Albany, Leatherstocking Honor
Fl ight, Honor Flight Syracuse, Twin Tiers Honor Flight, North Country
Honor Flight, Buffalo N agara Honor Flight, and Honor Flight Rochester,
whose volunteers and supporters work tirelessly to ensure that veterans
from every corner of the State are afforded the opportunity to
participate in these neaningful journeys; and

WHEREAS, Participation in an Honor Flight trip gives veterans the
opportunity to share this nonentous occasion wth other conrades,
renmenber the fallen, and share their stories and experiences with other
vet erans; and

WHEREAS, Currently, Honor Flight Network commends t hose who served
during World War |11, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and veterans of
any service era who are critically ill; and

VWHEREAS, Each year, the Honor Flight Network hel ps nake it possible



for about 22,500 veterans to travel to Wshington D.C; since its
i nception, nore than 330,000 veterans fromall services fromnore than
130 | ocations across the country have taken the flight; and

WHEREAS, In New York State alone, nore than 6,000 nenbers of our
armed services have fulfilled their wsh of visiting our Nation's
capital and all its sites and nenorials honoring our country's great
hi story; and

WHEREAS, The success of the Honor Flight Network is in direct
correlation to the efforts of its Interim Chief Executive Oficer Marion
Watkins and her staff and volunteers, whose involvenent is, and al ways
has been, <characterized by an inpressive conmmtnent, an unbridled
ent husi asm and an unconprom sing standard of excellence in al
endeavors on behalf of the institution and the community it serves; and

VWHEREAS, Havi ng exhibited their patriotismboth at honme and abroad,
these brave nen and wonen of our mlitary have denonstrated their |ove
for their country and nerit forevernore, the highest respect of their
State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Qur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 4th Annual Honor Flight Day in the State of New York;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Marion Watkins, Interim Chief Executive Oficer, Honor
Fl i ght NetworKk.



