Assenbly Resol ution No. 1194
BY: M of A MMhon

RECOGNI ZI NG April 23, 2026, as Wrld Book Day in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to observe days
set aside for the betternment of residents of this great State, the
Nati on, and world as a whole; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
recogni ze April 23, 2026, as Wrld Book Day in the State of New York;
and

VWHEREAS, World Book Day is an annual event first recognized by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural Organi zati on
(UNESCO) in 1995; and

WHEREAS, UNESCO describes Wrld Book Day as "one of the nost
beautiful inventions for sharing ideas and enbodying an effective
I nstrument to fight poverty and build sustainabl e peace"; and

VWHEREAS, Reading books can strengthen cognitive processes and
critical thinking, as well as enhance | anguage, comrunication, witing,
and problemsolving skills; reading also builds background know edge,
expands vocabul ary, and can pronote better nenory and brain health; and

VWHEREAS, Books are enjoyed in many different forns, including
novel s, novellas, graphic novels, picture books, short stories, art
books, textbooks, poetry books, plays and dramas, and audi obooks; this
variety allows individuals of all ages and skillsets to experience the
joy of reading and to reap the nyriad benefits books offer; and

WHEREAS, G aphic novels, for exanple, can inspire a passion for
reading in children who find it challenging to read traditional novels,
of fer an accessi ble node of storytelling to neurodivergent readers, and
inspire artistic creativity and expression; and

WHEREAS, Anong other benefits, graphic novel illustrations can
i nprove the visual literacy of readers, honing their skills to analyze
other illustrations, including advertisenents, propaganda, political
cartoons, and nore, a skill which is becom ng increasingly necessary in
the age of digital and social nedia; and

VWHEREAS, By depicting diverse characters, unique stories and
experi ences, and conpl ex thenes, graphic novels can foster an inproved
understanding of the world, different cultures and custons, and pronote
a greater appreciation for diversity in all aspects of life; and

WHEREAS, New York State is proud to be the hone of nmany acclained
authors, including Art Spiegelman, the author of the graphic novel
"Maus," which becane the first graphic novel to win a Pulitzer Prize on



Apri | 9, 1992, for depicting the horrors of the Holocaust and
I nt ergenerational trauma through powerful and enotional illustrations;
and

WHEREAS, Books are tools for personal and social devel opnent and
of fer different perspectives through which to view and interpret the
world around us, expanding our innate senses of creativity, enpathy,
passion, curiosity, and joy; and

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon this Legislative Body to recognize

days of observance that celebrate the inportance of books, literature,
and nedia, and the authors and artists who contribute to the cultural,
social, and educational value of the citizens of this great State; now,

therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze April 23, 2026, as Wrld Book Day in the State of New York.



