Assenbly Resol ution No. 1181
BY: M of A Levenberg

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
April 2026, as Oral Cancer Awareness Month in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
illnesses that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 2026, as Oral Cancer
Awareness Mnth in the State of New York, in conjunction with the
observance of National Oal Cancer Awareness Mnth; and

WHEREAS, Oral cancer is any cancerous tissue growh |ocated in the
oral cavity (the nouth), on the |lip, and the oropharynx (the part of the
throat at the back of the nouth); and

WHEREAS, Oral cancer nost commonly involves the tongue, the floor of
the mouth, the lip, and the mnor salivary glands; and

WHEREAS, Most oral cancers |ook very simlar under the m croscope
and are called "squanous cell" carcinomas which are malignant and tend
to spread rapidly; and

VWHEREAS, Wil e snoking and tobacco use are still major risk factors,
the fastest growi ng segment of oral cancer patients in young, healthy,
nonsnoki ng i ndividuals is exposure to the HPV-16 virus (human papillonma
virus), the same virus which is responsible for the mgjority of cervical
cancers in wonen; and

VWHEREAS, From a gender perspective, for decades oral cancer affected
six nmen for every woman; that ratio has now becone two nen to every
woran; and

VWHEREAS, While published studies do not exist to draw finite
conclusions, it is wunderstood that this increase is due to lifestyle
changes, primarily the increased nunber of wonen snokers over the |ast
few decades; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, oral cancer occurs twice as often in the
African- Anerican popul ation as in Caucasians, and survival statistics
for African-Anericans over five years are also poorer at 33% versus 55%
for Caucasi ans; and

WHEREAS, Oral cancer frequently has no synptons; however, when
synptons do occur, the nost comon include a sore or ulcer on the lip or
in the mouth that does not heal; a lunp on the lip, in the nmouth, or in
the neck; a white or red patch on the guns, tongue, or |lining of the
nout h; unusual bl eeding, pain, or nunbness in the nouth; oral pain that



does not go away; difficulty or pain with chewi ng, swallow ng, or jaw
opening; swelling of the jaw that causes dentures to fit poorly or to

becone unconfortable; tooth |oosening; bad breath; sensory loss in the
face; abnormal taste in the nouth; or tongue problens; and

VWHEREAS, Wen detected early, oral cancer patients have an 80 to 90
percent survival rate; and

WHEREAS, Oral cancer screening should be a routine part of every
annual dental exam nation; regular check-ups, including an exam nation
of the entire nouth, are essential in the early detection of cancerous
and pre-cancerous conditions; an individual may have a very small, but
dangerous, oral spot or sore and not be aware of it; when abnornal
ti ssue or cancer is found early, it nmay be easier to treat; and

WHEREAS, According to the Centers of Di sease Control (CDC), anyone
over the age of 17 should get an annual screening for oral cancer and
anyone wth a history of oral cancer should have a screening every siXx
nont hs; and

VWHEREAS, The health and wel |l -being of the people of the State of New
York is of paranmount inportance to this Legislative Body; and

VWHEREAS, The observance of Oral Cancer Awareness Month provides an
opportunity to focus on this significant and conpl ex nedical condition,
to provide informati on on and rai se public awareness and understanding
of its causes, effects, and treatnents, and to highlight its inportance
to citizens of the State of New York of all ages; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 2026, as Oral Cancer
Awar eness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



