Assenbly Resol ution No. 1158
BY: M of A. Santabarbara

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
April 2026, as Autism Acceptance Month in the State
of New Yor k

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
of ficial nmonths and days designated to raise awareness of inportant
i ssues that inpact the lives of the citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, In keeping with its long-standing traditions, this
Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to
proclaimApril 2026, as Autism Acceptance Month in the State of New
York, in conjunction with the observance of National Autism Acceptance
Mont h and Worl d Auti sm Accept ance Day; and

WHEREAS, Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) i's a devel opnent a
disability characterized by a range of conditions that affect
I ndividuals differently and to varying degrees; it typically appears in
early childhood and can influence social interaction, comrunication,
behavi or, and self-regul ation throughout a person's life; and

WHEREAS, According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), ASD affects approximately 1 in 36 children and 1 in 45 adults in
the United States; it is a conplex, lifelong condition that presents
bot h chal | enges and uni que strengths, varying from person to person; and

VWHEREAS, While there is no known single cause of autism early
di agnosi s and access to appropriate supports and services can
significantly inprove outconmes and quality of life; and

VWHEREAS, Autism affects individuals of all races and ethnicities,
but disparities in diagnosis persist; CDC data consistently show t hat
white children are nore likely to be identified with ASD than Black or
Hi spanic children; contributing factors include stigma, |limted access
to healthcare, |anguage barriers, and socioeconom c status-particularly
i mpacting immgrant and | owinconme communities; and

WHEREAS, Boys are currently about 4.5 tinmes nore likely to be
di agnosed with autismthan girls; however, energing research suggests
that autismmy present differently in girls, |eading to underdi agnosis
or m sdi agnosis; and

VWHEREAS, In the early 1970s, the Autism Society of Anmerica |aunched
a national canpaign to pronote awareness, which Congress formally
recogni zed in 1984; this effort was further anplified with the creation
of the Autism Awareness Ri bbon in 1999; and

VWHEREAS, For over five decades, National Autism Awareness Mnth has
hel ped educate the public, highlight the experiences of autistic
I ndi viduals, and advocate for their inclusion and support in all areas
of life; and



VWHEREAS, The shift from Auti sm Awareness to Auti sm Acceptance Month
reflects a broader effort not only to raise awareness but also to

pronot e under st andi ng, acceptance, and neaningful inclusion of people
Wi th autismin society; and

VWHEREAS, Despite decades of progress, individuals with autism and
their famlies continue to face significant unnet needs; it renains
essential to build greater public awareness of the signs, chall enges,
and realities of autism while equipping communities with the tools and
know edge needed to foster acceptance and create inclusive environnents
at the local, state, and national |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 2026, as Autism
Acceptance Month in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance of National Autism Acceptance Mnth and Wrld Autism
Acceptance Day; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to The Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



