Assenbly Resol ution No. 1156
BY: M of A Carroll R

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
April 21, 2026, as Library Assistants' Day in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body deens it fitting and proper to
recogni ze and honor those comunity-based organi zati ons and i ndividuals
who selflessly dedicate their tine, resources, and thoughtful efforts
toward enhancing the quality and character of Ilife wthin their
conmuni ti es; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 21, 2026, as Library
Assistants' Day in the State of New York, in conjunction with the
observance of National Library Wek; and

VWHEREAS, National Library Wek is an annual event designated for the
week of April 19-25, 2026, wth the t heme "Libraries Enmpower
Communi ties"; and

WHEREAS, Library assistants are integral to the effective operation
of libraries, providing essential support to librarians while performng
circulation services, nmaintaining cataloging systens, processing and
repairing materials, shelving collections, assisting patrons, and
carrying out a wi de range of critical operational tasks; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Library Assistants' Association ( NYSLAA)
is a statew de organi zation established by library assistants to pronote
and enhance the professional imge and status of New York State library
assistants, to further their professional gromh; to provide a network
for conmuni cation anong nenbers and within the profession on library and
i brary assistant issues; and to cooperate with [ibrary organi zati ons at
the local, state, national, and international |evels; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Library Assistants' Association 2026
Executive Council nenbers are: Cheryl Marriott, President; LeAndre
Peoples, Vice President; Heather Gad, Treasurer; Patricia Jacknman,
Recordi ng Secretary; Cheryl Paine, Correspondi ng Secretary; Donna Hanna,
Menber ship Secretary; and Wendy Freier, Conference Coordinator; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Library Assistants' Association has
undertaken a variety of roles to inprove and pronote the association,
i ncluding nenbership recognition, fundraising, and innovative prograns;
anong its nost distinctive initiatives is the Certificate of Achi evenent
Program and

WHEREAS, | n 1992, the association conducted a nmenbership survey that
i ncl uded questions regarding certification for library assistants, wth
78 percent of respondents favoring a voluntary program as the
prof essi onal association of library assistants in New York State, the



association was deened the appropriate body to admnister such a
program and

WHEREAS, In 1993, a majority of library assistants attending the
Annual Conf er ence i ndi cat ed support for developing a voluntary
certification program a draft programwas presented to focus groups of
library assistants and Ilibrary admnistrators for input; a two-year
pil ot program was approved by the Executive Council and inplenented in
January 1995, and the first eight applicants received their certificates
at the 1995 Annual Conference held in Buffal o, New York; and

VWHEREAS, This programis designed to recognize the involvenent and
contributions of career-oriented library assistants and to acknow edge
their support of libraries and the library profession; for the purposes
of this program a library assistant is defined as a |ibrary worker who
does not hold a position as a librarian; and

WHEREAS, Library assistants support the mssion of libraries by
provi di ng vi tal pat r on and support services, pronote personal
devel opment through professional involvenent, share concerns about

i ssues facing the library profession and work coll aboratively to address
them through their diligent service and professional conmtnent,
| i brary assistants denonstrate continued dedication to their work; and

VWHEREAS, In light of their commtnent, dedication, and successful
efforts, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to extend its highest
comendation to all library assistants throughout the State of New York;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 21, 2026, as Library
Assistants' Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York, and Cheryl Marriott, President of the New York State Library
Assi stants' Associ ation.



