Assenbly Resol ution No. 1153
BY: M of A Militor

HONORI NG Robin Kestler wupon the occasion of her
designation as the 2026 New York State Direct
Support Professional of the Year by ANCOR

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend i ndividuals whose professional achievenents and per sonal
dedi cation contribute significantly to the well-being of the citizens of
the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and fully in accord with its
| ongstanding traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Robin Kestler upon the occasion of her designation as the 2026 New York
State Direct Support Professional of the Year by ANCOR;, and

WHEREAS, ANCOR, a l|eading national association dedi cat ed to
advanci ng t he future of supports and services for people wth
I ntell ectual and devel opnental disabilities, has sel ected 57 outstanding
prof essional s nati onw de as nenbers of its 2026 class of Direct Support
Professional of the Year Award recipients, recognizing excellence,
conpassion, and commtnent in the field; and

VWHEREAS, Robin Kestler is nost deserving of such recognition for her
extraordinary conmtnment to supporting individuals with intellectual and
devel opnental disabilities; and

VWHEREAS, Robin Kestler devoted 30 years of exenplary service as a
Direct Support Professional at The Resource Center in Jamestown, New
York, where she also served in a | eadership capacity as a Lead Direct
Support Professional, earning the admration of colleagues who fondly
referred to her as "The Legend" for her conpassion, |eadership, and
unwavering dedication; and

VHEREAS, Thr oughout her di stingui shed career, Robin Kestler
devel oped innovative, per son-cent er ed appr oaches t hat enpower ed
individuals to explore their interests, build independence, and engage
meani ngfully within their communities; and

VWHEREAS, Her wor k ext ended far beyond her pr of essi onal
responsibilities, exenplified by her tirel ess advocacy for those in her
care, including nmaking daily hospital visits and nodi fying her owmn hone
to ensure the well-being, confort, and dignity of individuals she
supported; and

WHEREAS, Robin Kestler fostered strong connections between her
program and the broader community, contributing to initiatives such as
GROW Janest own and organi zi ng partnerships, community garden efforts,
and i ncl usi ve events that brought people together and pronoted
under st andi ng and bel ongi ng; and

VWHEREAS, Her | egacy of conpassion and service also includes nore



than 25 years of providing care to individuals in her own residence, as
wel | as creating cherished traditions such as "WIllie-Fest," a joyful
annual cel ebration that brought happi ness and connection to many; and

WHEREAS, In recognition of her outstanding advocacy, Robin Kestler
was previously honored with the Henry Wesl ey Advocate of the Year Award
in 2005 through The Resource Center's Ability Awareness Awards; and

VWHEREAS, After three decades of dedicated service, Robin Kestler
retired, |eaving behind an enduring | egacy of kindness, innovation, and
prof ound i npact on the lives of countless individuals and famlies; and

VWHEREAS, Her desi gnati on as New York State Direct Support
Prof essi onal of the Year by ANCOR stands as a testanent to her decades
of dedication, her extraordinary conpassion, and her i mreasurable
contributions to the field of devel opnental disabilities services; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Robin Kestl er upon the occasion of her designation as the 2026 New
York State Direct Support Professional of the Year by ANCOR, and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Robin Kestler



