Assenbly Resol ution No. 1152
BY: M of A Conrad

MOURNING the death of WIliam "Bill" Gosch,
di stinguished citizen, veteran, and devoted nenber
of his comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and this
great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, WIlliam"Bill" Gosch of North Tonawanda, New York, died on
Sunday, March 29, 2026, at the age of 102; and

VWHEREAS, Born on Decenber 8, 1923, WIlliam Gosch was a lifelong
resident of North Tonawanda and graduated from North Tonawanda Hi gh
School in 1942; and

WHEREAS, Filled with a strong desire to serve his Nation, WIIliam
Gosch joined the United States Mrine Corps in Decenber of 1942; he
served proudly in the Pacific Theatre as a PFC, and was a nenber of the
2nd Rai der Battalion, known as the elite Carlson's Raiders; and

WHEREAS, Wiile serving, WIliam Gosch participated in four nmgjor
conbat operations, including Guadalcanal, Bougainville, Guam and
ki nawa; and

VWHEREAS, On his 100th birthday, WIIliam Gosch received ei ght nedal s
t hat he earned but was never physically given, including the Navy-Marine
Presidential Unit Conmmendation Ri bbon, Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal,
Navy- Mari ne Conmbat Action Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Canpaign Medal with 4
Bronze Stars, WN'I Victory Medal, WA I Honorable D scharge Button, and
Marine Corps Rifle Marksnman Badge; and

VWHEREAS, After returning from the war, WIIliam Gosch attended
Ni agara University on a football scholarship, and he graduated in June
of 1950; that sane year, WIliam Gosch married his loving wife, Lois
Kot han, and together they shared 72 nenorable years of narriage until
her death in 2022; and

WHEREAS, Together, WIIliam Gosch and his wi fe, Lois Kothan, shared
the joy of raising their four beloved children, Phyllis, Susan,
Christine, and Matthew, and

VWHEREAS, W Iliam Gosch distinguished hinself in his profession and
by his sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the welfare of
his conmmunity; and

WHEREAS, W I |iam Gosch spent his professional career working for
Johns-Mansvill e, serving as general manager of Richardson Boat Conpany,
and managi ng the North Tonawanda Housing Authority; and



VWHEREAS, After retiring, WIliam Gosch spent 26 years wntering in
Gahu, Hawaii, where he and his wife operated a costune jewelry business;
and

WHEREAS, W liam Gosch's commtnent to excellence, and his spirit of
humani ty, carried over into all fields of enterprise, including
charitabl e and civic endeavors; and

VWHEREAS, As a proud community nenber who was always willing to help
his community, WIIliam Gosch was appointed to serve as an Interim 2nd
Ward Al dernman for the North Tonawanda Common Council in 2020 at the age
of 97; and

WHEREAS, W Illiam Gosch valued comunity, conversation, and the
sinple joys of everyday life; knowmn as the "Original M. Fix-It" to
many, WIliam Gosch was a popular figure in North Tonawanda, often
visiting the North Tonawanda City Market and participating in activities
and cel ebrations throughout his cherished hometown; and

VWHEREAS, Those who had the privilege of knowing WIlliam Gosch wll
remenber his warmsmles, friendly conversations, nenorable stories, and
I mrense North Tonawanda pride; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassi on, WIIliam Gosch | eaves behind a | egacy which will long endure
the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nmenory to all he
served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Wlliam"Bill" Gosch, distinguished citizen, veteran,
and devoted nenber of his community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Wlliam"Bill" Gosch.



