Assenbly Resol ution No. 1136
BY: M of A Sayegh

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
April 2026, as Arab Anerican Heritage Month in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proud to nenorialize Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaimApril 2026, as Arab Anerican Heritage Month in
the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of Nationa
Arab Anerican Heritage Mnth; and

VWHEREAS, For nore than a century, Arab Anmericans have been nmaking
val uable contributions to every aspect of American society in nedicine,
| aw, busi ness, technol ogy, civic engagenent, governnent, and culture;
and

VWHEREAS, New York State is hone to over 300,000 Arab Anericans,
making it the third nost populated state of Arab Anericans in the
country; and

WHEREAS, New York State is home to major Arab Anmerican conmunities
I ncl udi ng Lebanese, Pal estinian, Egyptian, Jordanian, Iraqi, Syrian,
Moroccan, Yeneni, and Sudanese nei ghborhoods that have been woven into
the fabric of New York State's history and culture; and

WHEREAS, Arab Anericans have brought wth them to Anerica their
resilient famly and traditional values; they pronote comunity-oriented
hospitality, support interfaith dial ogue, and peaceful coexistence; and

WHEREAS, Arab Anericans are dedicated to education, respect for
diversity, faith, and creed; they enpower our state and national
econom es through their hard work, business devel opnent, and comm t nment
t o denocracy; and

WHEREAS, Many Arab Anericans are wunable to return to their
honel ands, often |eaving behind friends and fam |y under the threat of
war, occupation, and unrest; and

VWHEREAS, Arabs and Arabi c speaking individuals have been brought to
or have inmmgrated to America since the 1600s and have been integral in
shaping the immigrant identity of New York State; and

WHEREAS, The first known Arabic speaker to come to North Anerica,
Must af a al - Zamouri, arrived as an ensl aved person from Mdrocco in 1528,
and was an inportant explorer of the present-day Anerican Sout hwest; and

WHEREAS, Witer Ameen R hani's 1911 nmasterpiece, "The Book of
Khalid," the first Arab Anmerican novel, is an inportant record of Arab
immgration to the community of "Little Syria" in Lower Manhattan; and

VWHEREAS, Lebanese-Anerican poet Khalil G bran's masterpiece, "The
Prophet,"” was a transformative piece of I|iterature, wth over one



hundred translations, mnmaking it one of the nost translated books in
hi story; and

VWHEREAS, Pal estini an- Aneri can acadenmi ¢ scholar Dr. Edward Said was a
fixture of New York intellectual |life and the author of the |andmark
work "Orientalism” a postcolonial study of Western inperialismin Asia,
North Africa, and the Mddle East; and

WHEREAS, According to Census Bureau data, Arabic is one of the
fastest-growi ng | anguages in the United States; and

WHEREAS, There is a need for public education, awareness, and
policies that are culturally conpetent when describing, discussing, or
addressing the inpacts of being Arab Anerican in all aspects of Anerican
society and Western civilization; and

VWHEREAS, The incredible contributions and heritage of Arab Americans
have hel ped us build a better nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim April 2026, as Arab
Anerican Heritage Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Honorable Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; The Arab American Association of New York in Bayridge, Brooklyn;
The Arab Anmerican Institute in Washington, D.C.; and the Anerican-Arab
Anti-Discrimnation Conmttee in Washington, D.C



