Assenbly Resol uti on No. 1099
BY: M of A O Pharrow

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
March 25, 2026, as Medal of Honor Day in the State
of New York, in conjunction with the observance of
Nat i onal Medal of Honor Day

WHEREAS, Throughout our Nation's history, the nmen and wonen of
Anerica's Arnmed Forces have preserved our freedom protected our
security, and upheld our denocratic val ues; and

VWHEREAS, Fromthe battles of the Anmerican Revolution through the
crucible of two world wars to the war on terrorismtoday, our nen and
wonen in uniform have stood proudly in defense of the United States and
in the cause of liberty; and

WHEREAS, The Medal of Honor is the highest and nobst prestigious
mlitary decoration in the United States; it is awarded by the President
of the United States, in the nanme of Congress, "to nenbers of the arned
forces who have distinguished thenselves conspicuously by their
gallantry and intrepidity at the rick of their |lives above and beyond
the call of duty"; and

WHEREAS, There are three distinct versions of the Medal of Honor;
the United States Navy introduced its version in 1861, which is awarded
to nenbers of the United States Navy, the Marine Corps and the Coast
GQuard; the United States Arny introduced its version in 1862, and the
United States Air Force introduced its version in 1965; prior to 1965,
nmenbers of the Air Force received the United States Arny version of the
Medal of Honor; and

WHEREAS, The Nation will forever be in debt to the recipients of the
Medal of Honor for their bravery and sacrifice in tines of war or arned
conflict; and

VWHEREAS, National Medal of Honor Day was established by the United
States Congress when President CGeorge H. Bush signed Public Law 101-564
into law, to foster public appreciation and recognition of Medal of
Honor recipients; it was first celebrated on March 25, 1991; and

WHEREAS, March 25th was chosen because it was on that day in 1863
that the first Medals of Honor were presented by the Secretary of War to
si x menbers of Andrews' Raiders during the Civil War; and

VWHEREAS, To its recipients, the Medal of Honor represents nore than
recognition of conmbat actions, it synbolizes the sacrifices of those
t hey served al ongsi de and those who canme before; and

VWHEREAS, | n honor of those sacrifices, each year on National Medal
of Honor Day, the recipients lay a weath at the Tonb of the Unknown
Soldier in Arlington National Cenetery; all four Unknown Soldiers have
been presented a Medal of Honor in recognition of their sacrifice and



the sacrifice of all who serve the country; and

VWHEREAS, There have been 3,545 total nunber of Medal of Honor Medal s
awar ded; there are currently sixty-one living recipients; and

WHEREAS, Those serving in the Cvil War represent the | argest nunber
of those who earned the Medal of Honor, and as a result, New York State
is the hone of 672 recipients; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2007, two Medal s of Honor were awarded posthunously to a
Marine and a Navy SEAL fromthe State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Corporal Jason L. Dunham United States Marine Corps. of
Sci o, New York, was posthunously awarded the Medal of Honor on January
11, 2007, for his heroic action on April 14, 2004, in Karabilah, Iraq;
and

VWHEREAS, Navy SEAL Lieutenant M chael P. Mirphy of Patchogue, New
Yor k, was posthunously awarded the Medal of Honor on Cctober 22, 2007;
and

WHEREAS, The first United States Navy SEAL since the Vietnam War to
be awarded the Medal of Honor, Lieutenant Murphy is the third recipient
since troops were sent to Afghanistan in 2001; and

VWHEREAS, Medal of Honor recipient Sergeant Gary B. Beikirch, from
Rochester, New York, passed away on Decenber 26, 2021, at the age of 74;
he was presented the Medal of Honor by President Nixon on Cctober 15,
1973, for conspicuous gallantry in action at the risk of his |ife above
and beyond the call of duty in Kontum Province, Republic of Vietnam and

VWHEREAS, The Nati onal Headquarters and Museum for the Congressional
Medal of Honor Society is |located aboard the aircraft carrier USS
Yorktown at Patriots Point Naval & Maritinme Muiseum in Munt Pleasant,
Sout h Carolina; and

VWHEREAS,  On Decenber 27, 2021, President Biden signed into |aw
| egi sl ati on establishing the Medal of Honor Monunment to recognize the
Medal of Honor; the nonument will be |ocated in Washington, D.C and
wi |l conplenent the future National Medal of Honor Museumto be | ocated
in Arlington, Texas; and

WHEREAS, It is appropriate to honor the heroic recipients of the
Medal of Honor; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 25, 2026, as Medal
of Honor Day in the State of New York, 1in conjunction wth the
observance of National Medal of Honor Day, and to urge all citizens of
the State of New York to display the Nation's flag on that date to honor
all recipients of the Medal of Honor; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and the National Headquarters and Mseum for the Congressional



Medal of Honor.



