Assenbl y Resol ution No. 1074
BY: M of A Jackson

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
March 22, 2026, as Water Day in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of environment al
i ssues that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 22, 2026, as Water
Day in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the observance of
Wrld Water Day; and

WHEREAS, Water holds i mense value and is one of the planet's nost
preci ous resources; people utilize water for a variety of purposes every
day, including drinking, agriculture, industry, recreation, hygiene,
sanitation, and health care; and

VWHEREAS, Wat er resour ces are limted and valuable; warm ng
tenperatures, as well as other natural and human-nade stressors,
threaten to further inpact the quantity and quality of our water on a
| arge scal e; and

VWHEREAS, World Water Day enphasizes the inportance of water, the
role it plays in our lives, and how we can better protect it; this vital
day of recognition celebrates water while al so rai sing awareness of the
2.2 billion people who do not have access to safe drinking water; and

WHEREAS, Every vyear on March 22nd, people and or gani zati ons
commenorate World Water Day by taking action to address the gl obal water
crisis; a core focus of this day 1is to support the achi evenent of
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent Goal 6, water and sanitation for all, by 2030;
and

WHEREAS, dobal access to safe water, adequate sanitation, and
adequat e hygi ene resources reduce disease-related illness and death,
resulting in inproved health, poverty reduction, and socioeconom c
devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, The COVID- 19 pandemic has highlighted the critical
i nportance of universal access to safe water, as handwashing wi th soap
and water is one of the nost effective ways to prevent the spread of
COvVID- 19; despite this, many people | ack access to these fundanenta
necessities, putting them at risk of diseases related to water,
sanitation, and hygi ene; and

WHEREAS, dobally, 2 billion people do not have safely nanaged
drinking water services, 3.6 billion do not have safely nanaged
sanitation services, and 2.3 billion do not have access to a handwashi ng



facility wwth water and soap at hone; and

WHEREAS, Although water is crucial in daily life, many people are
unawar e that much of their water conmes fromthe ground; an estinmated 145
mllion Anericans get their tap water from a groundwater source;
statew de, New Yorkers wuse alnost 900 mllion gallons per day of
groundwat er; and

WHEREAS, Life would not be possible without groundwater and we mnust
therefore protect it fromoverexploitation; nost the world' s dry regions
rely solely on groundwater; a considerable percentage of the water we
use for drinking, sanitation, food production, and industrial operations
cones from groundwater; it is also vital for ecosystens |ike wetl ands
and rivers to function properly; and

VWHEREAS, Accounting for approximately 99 percent of all liquid
freshwater on Earth, groundwater has the potential to provide societies
with trenendous social, economc, and environmental benefits and

opportunities; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, groundwater already provides half of the
vol une of water wi thdrawn for donestic use by the global population,
including the drinking water for the vast majority of the rural
popul ati on who do not get their water delivered to them via public or
private supply systens, and around 25 percent of all water w thdrawn for
irrigation; and

VWHEREAS, This vital natural resource is often poorly understood, and
consequently underval ued, m snanaged, and even abused, rendering it
vul nerable to depletion and pollution; in the context of growng water
scarcity across many parts of the world, the wvast potential of
groundwat er and the need to nanage it sustainably can no |onger be
over | ooked; and

WHEREAS, Snall steps and local actions collectively inprove water
quality for people, wldlife, and the environnent; it is inperative that
there be greater awareness of this environnental issue, and nore nust be
done to increase activity at the local, State and National |evels; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 22, 2026, as Wter
Day in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of
Wrld Water Day; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



