Assenbl y Resol ution No. 1054
BY: M of A Lavine

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
March 17-23, 2026, as Neurodiversity Celebration
Week in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official weeks that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
conditions that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMrch 17-23, 2026, as
Neur odi versity Cel ebration Wek in the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Neurodi versity includes experiences such as autism  ADHD,
dyslexia, auditory processing disorder, anxiety, and post-traunmatic
stress disorder; and

WHEREAS, One in seven Anericans are neurodivergent; in New York
State, it is estimated that nore than 29,000 children are on the autism
spectrum and 6% of children have been di agnosed wi th ADHD; and

VWHEREAS, Students that are neurodivergent may face significant
chal  enges in school and often experience social isolation and bullying;
and

WHEREAS, It is estimted that 85% of individuals on the autism
spectrum are unenpl oyed; despite stereotypes and struggles existing in
many settings, neurodivergent people offer wunique talents to their
wor kpl aces, schools, and comunities; and

VWHEREAS, Established in 2018 by Siena Castellon, a student wth
autism dyslexia, dyspraxia, and ADHD, Neurodiversity Cel ebration Wek
is a wrldwide initiative that chall enges stereotypes and m sconceptions
about autismand learning disabilities; it ains to create inclusive and
equi tabl e cul tures t hat cel ebrate differences and enpower al
i ndi vi dual s; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
the wunique strengths and potential of neurodivergent people, and nore
nmust be done to increase activity at the local, State and national
| evel s to support neurodivergent people as well as their famlies; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 17-23, 2026, as
Neur odi versity Cel ebration Wek in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New



Yor k.



