Assenbly Resol uti on No. 1048
BY: M of A Slater

COVWMEMORATI NG the 249th Anniversary of Sybi
Ludington's |l egendary ride, alerting the Anmerican
Mlitia that British forces were approaching, to be
observed April 26, 2026

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to acknow edge and
celebrate individuals and events of historic significance which add
vitality, sensitivity, wunderstanding and inspiration to the diversity
and val ue of the people of this great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
l ong- standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 249th Anniversary of Sybil Ludington's |egendary ride,
alerting the Anerican Mlitia that British forces were approaching to be
observed on Sunday, April 26, 2026; and

WHEREAS, Sybil Ludington is an wunsung heroine of the Anerican
Revol utionary War; on April 26, 1777, she and her horse, Star, rode
through the night alerting mlitia forces to the approach of the British
regul ar forces; and

WHEREAS, This action was simlar to that perfornmed by Jack Jouett,
W1 liam Dawes and Paul Revere, although she rode nore than twice the
di stance of Paul Revere, and was only 16 years-old at the tinme of her
action; and

WHEREAS, The | egend has been very w dely di ssem nated, and Paula D.
Hunt concludes an extensive study of it by saying, "The story of the
| one, teenage girl riding for freedom it seenms, is sinply too good not
to be believed'; and

WHEREAS, Sybil Ludington, born on April 5, 1761, in Kent, New York,
was one of 12 children of Colonel Henry and Abigail Know es Ludi ngton;
she and her fam |y noved to Dutchess County, New York, where they farned
a very large piece of |and; and

VWHEREAS, On April 26, 1777, Sybil Ludington rode 40 mles through
the night to warn approximately 400 mlitianen under the control of her
father that British troops were planning to attack Danbury, Connecti cut,
where the Continental Arny had a supply depot; on her way to gather her
father's troops, she also warned the people of Danbury of the inm nent
danger by knocking on doors with a stick; and

WHEREAS, The afternoon after Sybil Ludington's ride through Danbury,
the British troops burned down three buildings and destroyed nmultiple
houses but, due to her steadfast efforts, they did not kill as nany
people as expected; at the start of the Battle of Ridgefield, however,
the mlitia was able to drive General WIliam Tryon, then Governor of
t he col ony of New York, and his nen, to Long Island Sound; and



VWHEREAS, Sybil Ludington was congratulated for her heroism by
friends, neighbors, and General George Washi ngton; and

VWHEREAS, After the war, Sybil Ludington married Ednond Ogden in
1784; together, they raised their son, Henry; in 1792, she settled with
her husband and son in Catskill, New York, where they Ilived wuntil her
death on February 26, 1839, at the age of 77; and

WHEREAS, In 1935, the State of New York placed a nunber of markers
al ong Sybil Lundington's historic route; a statue of this courageous
young wonan, scul pted by Anna Hyatt Huntington, was erected near Carnel,
New York, in 1961 to conmenorate her ride; and

VWHEREAS, Smaller versions of the statue exist on the grounds of the
Daughters of the Anerican Revol uti on Headquarters in Washington, DC, as
well as the grounds of the public library in Danbury, and in the ElIliot
and Rosemary O fner Museum at Brookgreen Gardens in Mirrells Inlet,
Sout h Carolina; and

VWHEREAS, In 1975, Sybil Ludington was honored with a postage stanp
in the "Contributors to the Cause" United States Bicentenni al series;
and

WHEREAS, Since 1979, the Sybil Ludington 50k Run has been held in
Carnel in recognition of her long and cold ride; the course of this
hilly road race approxi mates her significant ride, and finishes near her
statue on the shore of Lake G eneida in Carnel; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s Legi sl ative Body recogni zes that New York State is the
honme to countless wonen who are strong and colorful threads, vital to
the fabric of our rich heritage, who have contributed, and continue to
add to the advancenent of our culture through their traditional and
non-traditional roles in society; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 249th Anniversary of Sybil Ludington's |egendary ride,
alerting the Anerican Mlitia that British forces were approaching to be
observed on April 26, 2026.



